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Outdoor Learning 

We feel outdoor learning… 
 Is an essential part of the children's learning. 
 It should always be part of our everyday routine/timetable. 
 It brings the best out of some children and enables them to shows us what they are 

truly capable of.  
 It encourages independence (this includes getting dressed!) 
 It encourages children to safely take risks. 
 It builds on the children’s social skills as team work is essential. 
 It motivates and enthuses children’s learning. 
 IT ALLOWS CHILDREN TO BE CHILDREN! 

All children will have the opportunity to take their learning outdoors on a daily basis. The 
children can decide how long they want to continue their learning outdoors during the 
session however children will be required to stay indoors for their daily phonic and 
mathematics lessons. If children prefer to learn indoors we are happy for them to do this but 
we would try to encourage them by setting up activities that they might enjoy.  
Please make sure your child has a pair of wellies and spare socks that can be left in school 
so they are able to go outdoors whenever they want to. We will provide the children with 
waterproof suits for outdoor learning and we actively encourage all children to dress and 
undress independently. Please be aware that although every effort is made to keep your 
children as clean as possible, children will be children so may come a little messy at times.  

 

Reading 

You will find out more about how we teach and encourage reading during our reading 
workshop this half term. It is very important that you try to make time to read with your 
child every day. Find a time that suits you both when it is not too rushed and your child is 
not too tired. We actively encourage you and any family members who spend time with 
your child to: 

 Share your own enjoyment of books with them. 
 Read a range of stories and talk about the pictures. 
 Compare events in stories with your own experiences. 
 Point out signs and logos when you are out shopping. 
 Sing a range of nursery rhymes and songs with them. When reciting familiar nursery 

rhymes encourage your child to fill in the missing rhyming word. 
 Read your child’s favourite stories again and again. 
 While reading to your child point to each word as you read, matching one spoken 

word to one written word. 

Children learn to read at their own pace and it is essential that your child is confident 
reading lots of books at the same level. If you push your child to read books that are too 
difficult they are likely to lose interest very quickly. 



Tips for reading at home: 

Before you read a story with your child: 

 Talk about the title and the pictures on the front cover. 
 Look through the pictures in the book together. 
 Talk about what you think the story might be about. 
 Talk about the pictures and discuss what might happen next.  
 Remind your child where to start when reading and that print is read from left to 

right. 

After reading a story with your child: 

 Ask questions about the story e.g. what was your favourite part of the story? What 
happened first? Then what happened? What happened in the end?  

 Talk about how the characters in the story were feeling. 

Reading activities:   

 Ask your child to find two words the same in the book. 
 Find a word beginning with a certain sound. 
 Draw attention to language such as… Once upon a time. 
 Look for books that have the same characters in. 
 Encourage your child to retell their favourite stories or fairy tales 
 Use your local library and encourage your child to choose books they want to 

read or about topics that interest them. 

 

Learning journey folders 

Each child has their own learning journey folder which tracks their progress throughout the 
year in Reception. The children and you, as Parents, have access to these folders in order to 
celebrate your child’s achievements. We will be inviting you in half termly to share them 
with your child. Please note that any work that you do at home can also be brought in and 
kept in your child’s folder.  

 

Online learning journeys 

We will be using a tracking system this year which has enabled us to capture photographic 
evidence and make notes about your child’s learning as it occurs. The system is called 2 
Build a Profile and has been produced by 2Simple Software, a UK leading supplier of 
educational software. This system has enabled us to track your child and monitor their 
progress throughout the year. The exciting part is that it also allows us to send pictures and 



comments to your email from the secure servers at 2Simple. These will be sent termly to 
your personal email address. Letters to be given at a later date.  

Timetable 

This is an example of our timetable to show you what a day in Reception might look like. 
We continually discuss our timetable to ensure we have a broad and balanced curriculum. 
Timings of sessions are very flexible to meet the needs of our children.   

 

Reward system 

During the first few days we will be choosing and making class promises together with your 
children to ensure everyone is happy at school. Each child will make a promise to each other 
that they will try their hardest to still to our class promises. They will be based upon ‘being 
the best we can be’ every day.  
Our reward rocket is broken down into gold, green, orange and red zones. All children will 
start each day on green. When a child has shone and shown particular attention to one of 
our class promises they will be moved up our class rocket to ‘gold’ where they will receive a 
certificate at the end of the day to celebrate their achievement.  Sometimes children forget 
our class promises. If after being reminded by a member of staff in school they do not 
improve their behaviour they would be moved to orange. Each child that moves to orange 
will have the opportunity to move back to green if they strive to keep to our class promises. 
If children continue to ignore our class promises or show serious behaviour (Eg, hurting a 
friend) this will mean children moving straight to red and parents will be spoken to at the 
end of the day.  

 
8.50-9.20 9.20 11.15 

1
2
.0

0
 

12:50-2:30 

3
:0

0
 

Monday 

 

Self-registration 

Activity time 
Phonics 

Activities 

Star table 
Numeracy 

L
U

N
C

H
  

Topic 

Marvellous Me 

(then display) 

S
T

O
R

Y
T

I
M

E
 

Tuesday 

 

Self-registration 

Activity time 
Phonics 

Activities 

Star table 
Numeracy Forest School 

Wednesday Music 

Activity time 
PE 

Literacy 

Thursday 

 

Self-registration 

Activity time 
Phonics 

Activities 

Star table 
Numeracy Art 

Friday 

 

Self-registration 

Activity time 
Phonics 

Activities 

Star table 
Numeracy 

Personalised 

learning (1 child 

per week) 



Star table activities 

These activities will be planned for and based on our current topic or maths objectives. Every 
child will complete an activity independently that will be adapted to each child’s particular 
needs. This can be done at any time during the day but each child is expected to take 
ownership of their own learning. We have found this works very well and gives the children 
a real sense of achievement and accomplishment.  

Forest School 

Each class is split into two groups and will go to Forest School on a weekly basis for one 
afternoon per week for one half term at a time. The groups then rotate for everyone to have 
their chance. RHC will go to Forest School on a Tuesday afternoon and RM will go on a 
Thursday afternoon. 

Forest School sessions will be led by Mrs Williams (our Forest School Leader). The children 
will be provided with waterproof suits but they will need to come to school dressed in 
appropriate clothing (depending on the weather). This preferably needs to be old clothing 
that you are happy for them to get dirty. They must also have a long sleeved top. They will 
wear their wellies that have been left in school.  

We ask for a donation of £1 to cover the cost of hot chocolate which the children will have 
every week. We are always looking for reliable parent helpers to take the children to Forest 
School so if you are available on a Tuesday or Thursday afternoon and would like to help 
out please speak to your child’s class teacher or Mrs William’s. More information regarding 
Forest School groups will follow. 

Maths 

On our newsletters we will share maths topics, vocabulary and possible activities you could 
do at home to support your child’s learning. Where possible we will link our maths teaching 
to our topic to make it fun and more encourage the children to have a better understanding 
of the topic by making it more relevant to them.  

Phonics 

We teach phonics using a Read Write Inc. Phonics. This is the systematic teaching of all the 
44 commons sounds in the English language. Children are taught to read and say the 
sounds and to put them together to ‘sound-blend’ them into words for reading. We will 
check which sounds your child already knows and then group the children to enable them to 
learn at their own level and pace. Once children know their letter sounds they need to be 
able to blend sounds together to make a word e.g. c-a-t (sound out).  
When you talk about letters with your child, remember to use the pure letter 
sounds rather than the alphabet names of the letters. The reason for this is that 
children are taught to blend pure sounds when reading and writing.  Try to avoid 
saying uh after each one: e.g. 

 m -  mmmm    not m-uh 



 s  -   ssss     not suh 
 f  -   ffff    not fuh. 

For guidance on the pronunciation of the sounds: 
http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-guide/  

Phonic activities: 

 Play games like ‘I Spy’ using the letter sounds (not the letter names). 
 Play alliteration games such as ‘Annie’s apple, Ben’s bike’ 
 Use magnetic letters to make simple words by sounding them out e.g. dog, bus, 

mum, dad, cat, rat etc. 
 Use magazines or catalogues to cut out pictures that begin with….e.g. b….barbie, 

bike, batman, ball etc. you could then use these to create an alphabet scrapbook. 

Library 

Your child will have the opportunity to visit the school library and choose from a wide 
selection of books (fiction and non-fiction) we will encourage them to choose a book of 
interest to them. They will bring it home for a week and it will be changed the next week. 
Please encourage your child to share and enjoy their chosen book with you, they are not 
expected to read this book to you.  

Topics 

We have thought carefully about the topics we would like to teach this year but there is also 
plenty of opportunity for us to plan activities/topics based on your child’s interests. At the 
end of each topic we will let you know about all the exciting things we have been busy 
learning. 

Our Autumn term topics include: 

 Families 
 Autumn and Scarecrows 
 Transport 
 Diwali 
 Rhymes 
 Celebrations 
 Christmas 

Personalised Learning 

Celebrating your child is an important part of our curriculum! It ensures that every child is 
treated as an individual and their differences and interests are celebrated. Every week we 
will be choosing two children who will be our ‘Special people’. On a Friday they will take 
home a ‘Marvellous Me’ bag and they need to return it filled with their special things the 
following Monday. There will also be a parent/carer questionnaire for you to fill in so we 

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-pronunciation-guide/


can help prompt your child when talking to the class about their special things. We will plan 
activities to cater for their interests and hobbies throughout the week.  
 

 

Newsletters 

We will be sending home a newsletter at the end of each of our topics. They will include the 
following information:: 

 What your child has been learning. 
 Ways in which you can help your child at home. 
 Our wow card theme. 
 Some activities to try at home to develop general skills for learning. 
 Any requests or reminders such as special events coming up. 

 

PE 

Your child will be taught PE on a Wednesday morning. They will be encouraged to 
independently get changed into their PE kits ready for their lesson. This is something we 
would like you to continue at home too. Your child will need a white or house colour t-shirt, 
navy shorts and a pair of trainers. 

 

 


