
 

Spring Term Review 

Year 2 have continued to work extremely hard and had a busy, productive and successful Spring 

Term. Amongst a whole host of exciting activities throughout the curriculum, a number of books were 

used to create some fantastic learning opportunities, inspiring some wonderful work from the children.   

Following the Christmas break we used the story of The Three Little Wolves and the 

Big Bad Pig, a modern take on a well–known classic to inspire a range of reading, 

writing and creative activities. The children thoroughly enjoyed creating their own 

stories, putting another spin on the story. They also developed their knowledge of 

stable structures by creating houses for the three little wolves, the big bad pig paying 

a visit with some mighty puffs!  

The next book we used was a fantastic text called Meerkat Mail. This book inspired 

a range of work on Meerkats and other animals, also helping us to learn about the 

continent of Africa. The text also inspired us to develop our letter writing and 

report writing skills.  

In the final half of the term we used the text The Monster Machine as inspiration 

for a whole range of fantastic learning opportunities. Highlights of this sequence 

of learning included; receiving and replying to letters from the monsters, 

investigating a crash landing of the monster machine in the school grounds and 

of course a visit from the monsters themselves! Mrs Jones was hugely impressed 

with the reports we wrote detailing what had happened!  

OUR SUMMER TERM TOPICS 

In Year 2 we have an hour of Maths and an hour of English to start each day. Apart from RE, 

Music, Computing and PE, other subjects are taught within topic lessons. Each topic changes half 

termly. The details of which are below.  

Topic Title – Earth’s Superheros 

First Half Term 

Themes Description 

Living things To find out about different plants and animals and their natural habitats. To find out how 

animals obtain food from other plants and animals, developing the idea of a simple food 

chain. 

African Art To learn and replicate the style of African art. 

Second Half Term 

Green Fingers To observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants. To find out and 

describe how plants need water, light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy. 

Say Ni Hao to 

China 

To understand geographical similarities and differences and to devise simple maps 

Magical 

Mapping 

To use simple compass directions (North, South, East and 

West) and locational and directional language to describe 

the location of features and routes on a map 



 

Computing – Understanding algorithms. Create and debug simple programs. Use logical reasoning to 

predict the behaviour of simple programs. 

PE – Athletics and Outdoor Adventurous Activities.  PE lessons usually take place on a Tuesday and 

Thursday for both classes but please ensure PE kit is in school at all times. 

The details above give an outline of the activities planned in Year 2 this term. Other subjects such 

as My Life and French are also taught throughout the term.  

 

KS1 SATs (Statutory Attainment Tests) 

The SATs will carried out at different times during the first half term. Please do not worry about 

these assessments.  We keep them very low key, calling them ‘special work’ and your child may not 

even realise they are doing them! They are simply one of a number of tools to help inform us of 

your child’s progress. If you have any concerns please feel free to drop in and see us at the end of 

a school day.   

Library 

We visit the school library once a week and the children have the opportunity to choose books to 

read. Please ensure that the children have their library books in school on Wednesday if they would 

like to change them. 

 

 

 

Reading / Reading Challenges 

We hope that you and your child have enjoyed taking part in our half termly reading challenges. In 

the first half of the summer our reading challenge display is themed around Superheros. Remember, 

reading 3 or more times each week will enable your child to reach the top of the reading challenge 

display. If the diary is signed more than 3 times each week for the entire half term they will receive 

a special certificate!  

 

 

 

 

 

Top Tips for helping your child read at home.   

 

Be positive- Praise your child for trying hard with their reading. Let them know it is alright to make 

mistakes.   

 

Give them time- Let them make attempts at words by sounding out the letters before you tell them.   

Spot words inside words- Help them to spot words they know within larger more complicated 

words.  (small open train) 

Make the story come to life- Encourage your child to read with expression.   

Ask lots of questions about the story- What would you have done if you were 

there? Can you guess what is going to happen next? Why do you think the 

character said that? Don’t worry if your child will only read one type of book!! 

All reading is good. 

Library Days: 

2H - Wednesday 

2R - Wednesday 
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Spellings 

Children in Year 2 are expected to spell a number of common exception words, these words have a 

‘grotty grapheme’ – a part of the word that is spelt differently to how it sounds. We will continue to 

send home word searches containing these words, when you get the opportunity please focus on 

these words if doing fun spelling quizzes or challenges at home.   

Maths 

Top Tips for helping your child in Maths    

 Practise with your child the 2,5 and 10 times tables and the associated division facts. If they 

know these move onto the 3 x table. 

 Help your child to complete addition and subtraction sums using a numbered or blank 
numberline.   

 Ask your child to tell the time. 

 When shopping, ask questions to do with money - which item is more expensive? How much 
more expensive is this item? How much change will I get? 

 Ask your child to measure the length, weight and capacity of different items around the 
house. 

 

Warm Weather 

As the temperature rises, please send your child into school with a labelled sun hat. Make sure 

any sun cream is also clearly labelled with your child’s name. Please remember to send your 
child in with plenty of water. 

 
Attendance  

In Year 2 our attendance is very important to us as we love to top the attendance 

table on each newsletter. Please help us to be the best class each week by ensuring that children are 

in school and on time each day.  

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

Mr D Hopes and Miss T Ramsden. 

 

 

 

 


