
  

 

Year 2 Spring Term Newsletter 
We hope you had a fantastic Christmas and a Happy New Year. We are thoroughly looking 
forward to another successful term in Year 2 and it was wonderful to see such happy, smart 

and enthusiastic children returning to school.  

Thank you! 

Many thanks for all of the cards and gifts that you sent in for Christmas. We were very 

touched by your kindness.  

Autumn Term Review 

Year 2 had an extremely productive and successful Autumn Term. In addition to all of their 
hard work in Maths, we have thoroughly enjoyed the topics of The Great Fire of London, 

Scientists and Inventors, The Gunpowder Plot and The Light House Keeper’s Lunch. A huge 

amount of learning has taken place using these events, topics and books throughout our 
curriculum.   

We started the year with our Great Fire of London topic. So much 
valuable learning took place including creating dairy entries as 

Samuel Pepys, newspaper reports for the London Gazette and the 

topic culminated in a spectacular great fire - burning our own 
model of London created with recycled materials.  

 

Scientists and inventors was our next topic. This topic took us from learning about the 
importance of hygiene to the famous fossil hunter Mary Anning. The children also had the 

chance to learn about Charles Macintosh, the inventor of the waterproof coat, conducting an 
experiment to find out whether other materials are waterproof.   

To coincide with 5th
 November our next topic was The Gunpowder Plot. The children were 

fascinated by this historical event, so much so they were desperate to write a letter to Lord 

Monteagle, warning him not to go to Parliament on that day! They also used some fantastic 

noun phrases when creating firework poems to accompany some firework artwork they created 
using different printing techniques.  

The brilliant book ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ was used next 

to inspire a whole host of activities including; playing different 
characters when acting out the story, writing a lunch list with 

commas and built towards a final task of designing, making 
and testing their own lunchbox for Mr Grinling. The children 

really enjoyed testing their design in forest school, making their 

own pulley systems to see if their lunchbox was up to the task.  

The end of the Autumn Term brought the excitement of Christmas, snow(!) and an amazing 

performance of this year’s play, ‘Hey Ewe’. The children sang, acted and danced like 
professionals! It was particularly amazing considering how little preparation time they had due 

to the white stuff! We really hope you enjoyed the show.  

 
 

 

 



 

Curriculum: 
Class English lessons take place daily 9.15am until 10.15am and the children have made 

fantastic progress in reading and writing through the use of engaging texts to explore and 
inspire.  

 

Between 10.30am and 11.00am the specific skills of reading are taught in a number of smaller 
groups across Key Stage One. This means your child is taught at precisely the right level for 

their ability and that they experience success and enjoy their learning. Following this the daily 

Maths lesson takes place 11.00am until 12.00pm.  
 

The Science, History, Geography, Art and DT objectives are taught through a series of topics, 
which will last for 2 – 3 weeks. Below is a table with details of the topics planned during 

the Spring Term. 

 

Topic Title Description 

Marvellous Materials A hands-on topic about the uses of 

everyday materials and comparing their 
suitability for different purposes.  

Claude Monet We will express opinions about his most 

famous paintings, explore the techniques 
behind his work and recreate a favourite 

painting in his style.   

Fighting Fit  

Animals including humans We will find out about the basic needs of 
animals and learn how animals have 

offspring which grow into adults. We will 
also learn about the importance for humans 

to exercise and eat the right amounts of 

food  

Super foods Let’s get cooking to prepare healthy and 

varied dishes!  

Awesome explorers We will explore different parts of the world 
and the lives of significant individuals who 

have contributed to national and 

international achievements.  

LS Lowry  An art based topic recreating the style of 

this famous artist.  

Animals in Africa 

Living things We will find out about different plants and 
animals and their natural habitats. We will 

also find out how animals obtain food from 
other plants and animals, developing the 

idea of a simple food chain. 

Animals in Africa  Comparing and contrasting our locality to 
that of Kenya. 

African Art We will learn and replicate the style of 

African art. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

Reading 

Here is a reminder of the reading arrangements in Year 2.  

 
Choose Books 
The children are given the opportunity to change their ‘Choose Book’ most days. 

They do this by choosing from a selection of books appropriate to their reading 
level. These books have a coloured band stuck at the base of the cover. We 

promote independence in Year Two and expect the children to do this themselves – 

if you notice your child has not changed their book please encourage them to do 
so.  

 
 
Library books 
Your child will also be given the opportunity to choose a book from the library on a 
Wednesday. This will be of their own choosing and they may need help to read it! These 

books are distinguishable by the barcode stuck on the inside of the front cover.  
 
Guided Reading book 
Children will read with an adult at least once a week. This book will be slightly more 
challenging than their ‘Choose Book’ and will often (not always) be sent home to allow your 

child to demonstrate the reading completed at school.  
 

Once your child has finished reading try to ensure the book is returned to the book bag so 

that they can be changed on a regular basis.  
 

Please ensure homework diaries are always in book bags.  

Reading Challenge 
The Christmas reading challenge was a great success and we hope your child enjoyed 

receiving Santa’s Magic Key if they completed the challenge. Following on from the success of 
the Christmas challenge we are pleased to announce the launch of a new challenge! To 

coincide with the Marvellous Materials topic the reading challenge theme this half term is ‘The 

Three Little Pigs’. Both year 2 classrooms have a new reading challenge display themed 
around the 3 Little Pigs. Children are encouraged to read at home at least five times a week, 

and to record this in their Homework Diaries. Each time your child reads at home, they are 
able to move themselves up a level on the Reading Challenge Display the following morning 

and colour in the stamp in their diary. If your child reads 20 times in the four week 

challenge period they will receive a special certificate and prize. 

 

This half term’s challenge period runs for four weeks from Monday 15th January until Friday 9th 

February 2018. 
 

 
General reminders  

 
- All uniform and PE kit should be clearly labelled. 
- The children are not required to bring any of their own equipment. All pencils, rubbers 

etc. will be provided.  

Finally, thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. If you have any questions or 
queries regarding this information please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Mr Hopes and Miss Ramsden  
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