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The deadline to apply for a place for your child to attend First, Primary,
Junior and Middle Schools is 15 January 2019. If your child currently attends
nursery at school then this does not guarantee you a place and you must still
apply.
Children who are in Year 4 and currently attend one of our First Schools will
also need to apply for a Middle school or in-year Primary placement.
Please visit www.worcestershire.gov.uk/schooladmissions for further details.
Christmas Card Competition
Pupils from all nine schools across the Rivers CofE Academy Trust were given the
opportunity to design the Rivers Academy Trust Christmas card for 2018. Plenty of pupils
rose to this creative challenge and we received some amazing designs which made the
judging very difficult! Congratulations go to Honor, Y6 from Northwick Manor Primary
School, who created our fantastic winning design. Congratulations also go to Lexie, Y5 from
Burlish Park Primary School, and Emily, Y3 from St. Clement’s CofE Primary School, who
were our fabulous runners up.

Runner Up
Lexie Robinson

Runner Up
Emily Hunt

Winning Design
Honor Needham

A selection of some of the
fantastic designs received

Giraffe stands tall at St Peter’s
St Peter’s Droitwich C of E Academy is the temporary home to one of
the Worcester Stands Tall giraffes, which has kindly been loaned to St
Peter’s by a family from the school.

As Christmas approaches, it is worth
remembering that it is the perfect
season to reach out to others when
laughter and good tidings are in the air. I
hope everyone is able to enjoy Christmas
and able to spend it with family and
friends, sharing the spirit of the season. I
also hope the New Year brings with it
peace, love and laughter for all.

Heronswood Primary School recently
hosted a Writing Workshop to give Y4
children from across the Rivers
Academy Trust the exciting
opportunity to work collaboratively to
create a piece of writing.

Headteacher Tracey O’Keefe-Pullan said, “We are most grateful for the generosity of the family who have
loaned the giraffe to St. Peter’s, many of us enjoyed the giraffe trail in Worcester so to have one visit St Peter’s
is very exciting.”
Science Day
Our first MAT science day of the year was on 5th November and was, of
course, all about Bonfire night and fireworks!

St Peter’s

St Clement’s

It has been wonderful to see our values,
Love, Learn, Live, promoted and
celebrated across our schools and as the
term draws to a close, I would like to say
thank you to everyone in the Rivers
family who are determined to make a
difference for our children and
communities - it is truly inspiring.

Kate Brunt - CEO

The design contains a QR code which directs to a link where Elgar’s “Enigma
Variation no. 9 [3:15]” can be heard and families have been encouraged to
access this link through the school newsletter.

Heronswood

Welcome to our December
Newsletter. This has been an incredibly
busy month and I am delighted to be
able to give you a glimpse of the
activities that have been taking place
across the Trust since the start of the
autumn term.

Merry Christmas,

The name of the giraffe is “Variations on an Original Theme” and was inspired by
Worcester’s landmark statue of Edward Elgar. Children were told about their
special visitor during an assembly and were delighted to see the giraffe standing tall
at the school’s main entrance.

Great Witley

WELCOME

“I loved the activities and the tour.
Heronswood is a lovely school.”
Charley – Burlish Park Primary
“I loved meeting a new friend and
writing with them.” April – Great Witley

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE ….
Year 4 pupils at Cranham Primary School opened the Cranham Curiosity Shop to visitors from
Year 5 in celebration of ‘The Beasties’ topic. They shared the characters which they had
created and sewn together with the stories that they feature in, their special objects and
object descriptions.

We are recruiting now for September 2019
★ Full and part-time courses available
★ Excellent training programme with
outstanding support
If you have a degree 2.2 or above, GCSE or
grade 4 equivalent in English, Science and
Maths then maybe teaching is for you!

Anti-Bullying week
This took place across all Rivers Academy Trust schools during 12th – 16th
November with the theme for 2018 being ‘Choose Respect’. All pupils were given the
opportunity to design an anti-bullying poster which was a really powerful way of
showing that we all believe in the same messages.
The winners in each category are shown below:

Year 1/2 Runner Up
Rebecca Y2 - Heronswood

For more information please contact us on
01905 950700 or visit our Teaching Alliance
website Riversteachingalliance.co.uk
Year 3/4 Runner Up
Isla Y2 – Great Witley
Year 1/2 Winner
George Y2 - Wychbold

Year 3/4 Winner
Cranham Y3

Year 5 Winner
Savannah Y5 – St Clement’s

Better still, come and meet us in person to
discuss your future.

We also participated in ‘Odd Socks Day’ to highlight that we are all individuals and to
celebrate being unique!
Y5/6 Runner Up
Jessica Y6 - Northwick

Mental Health/Wellbeing Update
The well-being of all of our stakeholders is of paramount importance. Two members of staff have
been trained to deliver training entitled ‘Leading a Mentally Healthy School’ which has enabled us to
train all of our Headteachers. Each school in the Trust now has a well-being action plan and we have
developed procedures to recognise and support children, families and staff alike. Last week, four more
members of staff became qualified mental health first-aiders. In addition to the recent anti-bullying poster
competition, we are very excited to begin planning Children’s Mental Health Week 2019. Staff have some
fabulous ideas and we are hoping to get children from different schools together for some fun events.

Cutnall Green CofE Primary School is
now an official collection point for the
Droitwich Spa Foodbank. They cover
not only Droitwich Spa itself but also
some of the surrounding area and work
together with other Trussell Trust
Foodbanks in the area. If you feel that
you can provide a contribution then
please drop off your donations to the
school office. Thank you.

Makailla Ingles – Safeguarding Lead and DPO

The exciting news is that work started on site on 22nd October! Building is now well under way
for the opening of our new school, North Worcester Primary Academy, in September 2019.
For the last few weeks we have been making decisions about the interior design of the building
and the IT provision in order ensure that our new school provides an attractive and innovative
learning environment for pupils and staff. Marketing our new school continues to be a priority, in
particular, from now until the closing date for applications on 15th January 2019. To date, we have 47 applications for our
reception class and 14 applications for pre-school. We are continuing to liaise with the local community regarding local need.
If you would like any further information regarding NWPA, please contact northworcester@riverscofe.co.uk or visit our website
www.northworcesterprimary.co.uk

After weeks of in-school and at-home practice, two rehearsals with Keith
Slade (Worcester Symphony Orchestra Musical Director) and two full
orchestral pre-concert rehearsals, a choir of 50 Rivers CofE Academy
Trust pupils ranging from Year 3 to Year 6 was ready to perform
alongside the Worcester Symphony Orchestra, the Cathedral Choir and
narrators from BBC Radio Hereford and Worcester at Worcester
Cathedral for the prestigious ‘Voices of Remembrance’ concert.
This was a culmination of a special project that was central to Worcestershire’s
commemoration of the World War One Armistice to remember the soldiers who
lived, fought and died in the Great War.
The children performed brilliantly and really did themselves and The Rivers proud.
We would like to say a special thank you to all staff, parents and carers for their
support with this event and hope that you all found it a truly amazing and rewarding
experience.
____________________
Heronswood Primary
School pupils
attending their
remembrance
assembly

As part of the WW1
celebrations, pupils at Burlish
Park Primary School helped
the Town Council plant fruit
trees in the Memorial Park. The 108 trees
are in memory of the 108 servicemen who
gave their lives during the First World War.

2018
Pupils at Great Witley
Primary School created
some fabulous poppy
themed cakes for their bake sale in
support of Armistice Day.

Y5 Pupils also had an assembly
based on class work using the text
‘Where the Poppies now Grow’
written by Hillary Robinson.
Pupils at Cutnall Green CofE
Primary School made
silhouette lanterns for their
remembrance service and
have also had their
memorial board restored,
which is now on display.

Pupils in KS2 have also made a wall of
poppies to display by the KS2 quiet area.
Darcie, age 10, said “It is important for us to
remember the people in the war who lost
their lives for us”

Pupils at St Peter’s Droitwich C of E Academy embraced the task of
making poppies for the school’s centenary remembrance display trail
which started at the school reception, extended through the library and
into the main hall. Each poppy was individually crafted using a variety
of materials and all were totally unique.
Mrs Sims, Key Stage 1 Phase Leader and co-ordinator of the project said, “Everyone
has made a huge amount of effort with their poppy creations. The imagination and
variety of ideas the children have come up with is remarkable. Each and every
poppy is as individual as the child that created it. It is a wonderful way to
remember our brave service men and women both past and present”.

Y5 pupils at Cranham Primary School made clay poppies and painted the ends of
plastic bottles. They also used the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ in a handwriting
session and the entire year group took part in the BBC live lesson, which schools
across the country also joined in.

Well done to Wychbold First and
Nursery School for raising a total of
£209.00 for this year’s Poppy Appeal.

Year 5 pupils from Cranham Primary School had the
opportunity to work with a local STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths) ambassador. They were given the
instruction to build a train station out of K-Nex. They
discussed how to make it stable and sturdy, then were given
time to make it. The winning pair will be attending the Worcester City final
next term.

Pupils at Burlish Park Primary
School took part in Stourporton-Severn’s Three Kings CandleLit Parade. They entered their
‘Gruffalo’s Christmas’ themed
trolley into the best decorated
shopping trolley competition
and won – congratulations!

To fit in with their ‘Walk on the
Wild Side’ topic, pupils at
Heronswood Primary School
had a visit from the animal man
and took part in an interactive
workshop.

Waste Less this Christmas
“Remember less is more!
Christmas is about friends and family
and making memories. Not lots of stuff.”

Year 3 pupils from Cranham Primary School were lucky
enough to welcome the Worcester Warriors Education
Team into school. They helped pupils to understand all
about their bodies and what they need to eat and drink
to stay healthy and energetic. They also learnt about
the different food groups and how much of each group creates a
healthy meal. After, they went outside to raise their heart rates and
learnt how to play tag rugby.

Wise words from KS2 Eco Council at
St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy who
have been busy creating this fantastic
poster.

Nursery, reception and Year 1
pupils from Burlish Park
Primary School had a visit
from Carolyn Young, author of
‘Pickles’ Purrfect Plan’.
After her visit, Carolyn wrote a letter of thanks
to the school saying, “The children listened
well and kept us on our toes with some very
thoughtful and interesting questions.”

Pupils at Heronswood Primary have
been learning all about how to be
model pedestrians and how to stay
safe and aware when using our
roads and pavements. This training
is being offered as part of the Worcestershire
County Council’s commitment to reduce the
number of accidents involving children.

This year, to raise money for
Children In Need pupils at St
Peter’s Droitwich C of E Academy
have been busy filling and selling
jars with some of their favourite
things, such as hair clips, confectionery, arts and
crafts materials and small toys.
The school was visited by Pudsey Bear last week
which was a wonderful surprise and encouraged all
to get involved in the Children In Need appeal.

Well done to Burlish
Park Primary for
raising £145.10 for
Children in Need.
St Clement’s CofE Primary
School held a cake sale in
aid of Children in Need
and raised a fantastic
£737.63 – well done everyone!

Pupils from Years 5 and 6 at Great Witley
Primary School gave their support to the
Rickshaw Challenge.
The children went to Shelsley Walsh race track where
they saw Pudsey Bear and cheered on Matt Baker and
the Rickshaw team.

It is exciting times at Cutnall
Green CofE Primary School.
We are in the final stages of the
tendering process for the design
and build of our purpose built pre-school building.
This can’t come quickly enough now as we have
more children choosing to stay with us for Years 5
and 6.
From September 2019, the children in Years 5 and
6 will be taught by their own teacher, who we
look forward to appointing in the spring term.
Emma Rowe – Head of School
An example of some fantastic writing
based on Little Red Riding Hood at St
Clement’s CofE Primary School.

The Year 4
after-school
cooking club
at Burlish
Park Primary School is ‘on
fire’! Every week, children
learn to cook a nutritional,
balanced meal. They focus
on where their food has
come from, how to prepare
it safely and then take it
home to enjoy with their
families.
Monday 19 – Friday 30
November 2018 was this
year’s ‘Switch Off Fortnight’
campaign.
Pupils at Heronswood
Primary School and St Peter’s Droitwich
CofE Academy took part to identify ways to
save energy.
Pupils ensured that
lights and interactive
whiteboards were
switched off when
not in use, with an
aim of saving energy
and money.
A huge well done to
everyone who took part.
Keep up the fantastic work and remember, every single one of you can
help make a difference and look after our world.
Congratulations to Burlish
Park Primary School for
making it through to the
finals of the Aviva
Community Awards.

Pupils from Burlish Park Primary School
were presented with their competition prize
of firebowls for use in the forest school area.
This was a Facebook competition run by
Malvern Outdoor Elements and Burlish Park
secured the highest number of votes - thank
you to everyone for your support.

The bid is to try and win £5000 to buy
some up-to-date non-fiction books and
also to buy some amazing new library
furniture.
A huge thank you to everyone who voted
and we wish Burlish Park
good luck in convincing
the judges to award you
the bid in the next stage.

Pupils at Great Witley Primary School took part in a
nativity play at Longlands Farm.
There were real farm animals and even a real baby
playing baby Jesus.

The Reception year at St Peter’s Droitwich CofE
Academy have delighted audiences with their
production of The Sleepy Shepherd. A musical nativity
play about a shepherd who just can’t keep awake!

A fantastic traditional Nativity
from Early Years pupils at
Cranham Primary School.

Wren’s
Nursery Class

Mary and Joseph look
particularly pleased with their
wonderful performance!

Pupils at Wychbold’s Reception and Nursery class performed their
Nativity on Wednesday evening to a packed-out hall of proud
parents and grandparents.
What a fabulous performance – well done everyone!
Pupils from all year groups at Burlish Park Primary
School have put on Christmas performances.

Pupils at Cutnall Green
CofE Primary School
performing their
traditional Nativity.
A fantastic performance - well done everyone!
Pupils in Reception
class at St Clement’s
CofE Primary School
have loved exploring
their new role play
area.
They have been busy
decorating the tree,
writing cards, building
Lego trees and reading
Christmas stories.

Nursery pupils performed ‘A
Christmas celebration’, where
they sang songs. Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
performed Nativity productions. Years 3 and 4
are performing a carol concert, Year 5 have
showcased their work on ‘Coming Home’ by
Michael Morpurgo and Year 6 have
showcased their work on ‘The Christmas
Truce’ by Carol Ann Duffy.

Isobel – Year 5

Pupils at Northwick Manor Primary
School performing their traditional
Nativity.
Great performance well done everyone!

All of the children in Pre-School, Reception and Key
Stage 1 at Heronswood Primary School have
delighted their parents and family members
this week with Nativity plays, Christmas
shows and carol concerts.
Headteacher, Mrs Pierpoint, said, “It’s been lovely to
see all of the children confidently signing and
performing on stage creating beautiful memories.”

Rivers
Social Media

The Rivers CofE Academy Trust is a family of schools bound together by:




A commitment towards the common vision through embracing the
core values
A board of Trustees that is committed to developing and
strengthening a culture of collaboration
A board of Trustees that adheres to the legal responsibilities
towards inspiring individual excellence for all learners across the
Trust

Governance Structure

Contact Information
Head Teacher – Kerry Postans
Telephone: 01299 823771
Email:

office@burlishparkprimary.worcs.sch.uk

Address:

Windermere Way, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 8LA

Head:

Kerry Postans

Cranham Primary School
Head of School - Nick Cale
Telephone: 01905 452437
Email:

cranhamoffice@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcestershire, WR4 9LS

Cutnall Green CofE Primary School
Head of School – Emma Rowe
Telephone: 01299 851256
Email:

office-cgr@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

School Lane, Cutnall Green, Droitwich, Worcestershire, WR9 0PH

Great Witley CE Primary School
Head Teacher – Karen Banford
Telephone: 01299 896246
Email:

gwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

Worcester Road, Great Witley, Worcester, WR6 6HR

Heronswood Primary School and Pre-School
Head Teacher – Rhoda Pierpoint
Telephone: 01562 69750
Email:

hwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

Heronswood Road, Spennells, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, DY10 4EX

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE …

Burlish Park Primary School

Northwick Manor Primary School
Head Teacher – Sian Williams
Telephone: 01905 454430
nwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

Northwick Road, Worcester, WR3 7EA

St. Clement’s CofE Primary School
Head of School – Lisa Long
Telephone: 01905 423861
Email:

office-stc@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

Henwick Road, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR2 5NS

St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy
Head Teacher – Tracey O’Keeffe-Pullan
Telephone: 01905 772138
Email:

spoffice@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

Church Lane, The Holloway, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 7AN

Wychbold First and Nursery School
Head Teacher – Claire Howitt
Telephone: 01527 861421
Email:

office@wychbold.worcs.sch.uk

Address:

School Road, Wychbold, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 7PU

The Rivers Teaching School Alliance
Head of Teaching School – Sandra Jennings
Telephone: 01905 950700
Email:

teachingschool@riverscofe.co.uk

Address:

Henwick Road, Worcester, WR2 5NS

Newsletter Feedback
This newsletter is produced electronically and posted onto The Rivers Academy Trust website, Twitter and
Facebook sites. It is also distributed to all staff and parents via email and uploaded to each school’s
website. Our aim is to communicate with as many people as possible within The Rivers family so that we
can share the news, achievements and celebrations from across our Trust.

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE

Email:

If you have any suggestions on how we could communicate more effectively, or would like to make a
suggestion for our newsletters, then please contact info@riverscofe.co.uk or call 01299 851178.

…

