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WELCOME
A very warm welcome to our February newsletter.
As we approach the halfway point of this academic year, I
would like to reflect upon the fantastic work, effort and
achievements that have been realised by our children so far. It
has been a real pleasure visiting our schools this term. The
children are always keen to show off their work, explain their
learning and share their experiences. School visits are by far
the most favourite part of my job, and I never fail to come
away from any of our Rivers schools without feeling immense
pride and renewed enthusiasm.
Our dedicated staff have been working collaboratively by
sharing ideas and good practice to ensure that our children are
provided with excellent learning opportunities and supportive
environments. Our Deputy and Assistant Heads have recently
attended an away day and are currently working on a media
project to showcase The Rivers CofE Academy Trust. We are
hoping that the finished project will celebrate each schools
individuality, whilst also capturing the Trust as a family of
schools with shared vision and values. I look forward to being
able to share this finished project with you once this has been
finalised.
As always, there has been lots going on across the Trust and I
am delighted to be able to share a small selection of these
activities with you. If you would like to keep up to date with
the latest news from across the Trust then I would encourage
you to follow us on Twitter. All ten of our schools, together
with our MAT and Teaching School, are now on Twitter so
please do join us to see what they get up to and share some of
their fantastic achievements.
Once again, I would like to say a big thank you to all parents,
staff and stakeholders for your continued support. I wish you
all a very enjoyable half term and hope the warmer days and
longer evenings will soon be upon us.
Kate Brunt - CEO
The Food Standards Hygiene Agency visited
Northwick Manor Primary School
unannounced on Wednesday 30th January
and awarded their kitchen a 5 star rating.
This is the 7th consecutive year that
Northwick Manor has achieved such a fabulous rating, so a
huge well done to their amazing kitchen staff who
continually maintain such high standards.

On the morning of Friday 1st February, six pupils
from across the Rivers schools donned their
protective gear and visited the site of the new
NWPA to sign the steel frame of the building
which will officially open this September.
Joining them on site was Kate Brunt, CEO, Sian
Williams, Executive Headteacher, Carl Nichols,
Vice Chair of Trustees and Sue Price, Chair of
the School Improvement Board (SIB).
We also buried a time capsule whilst on site. It
included a variety of items for children of the
future to look back upon, including work that
had been produced by the children across all
Rivers schools, recent newspaper clippings and
other items such as school badges and ties. A
commemorative plaque will mark the spot and
this will be opened in 100 years!

Pupils on site were:
Thomas and Blake – Cranham Primary
Erin and Luke – St Clement’s CofE Primary
Olivia and Oliver – Northwick Manor Primary

Building work is comfortably ahead of schedule
at NWPA and we will be opening our doors to
up to 60 reception children and 32 pre-school
children in September. The ultra-modern school
building will utilise the latest education specific
design ideas and technology. Landscaped
grounds will include a year-round AstroTurf
sports field as well as a large and wellestablished forest school.
The 80 tonne steel frame is now complete and
the concrete ground and first floors are now in
place. This month will see the continuation of
work on the external skin of the building and
the roof.
We will be holding an Open Evening on Tuesday 12th March at Northwick Manor Primary
School at 7:00pm. This event is open to anyone who has already applied or is interested in
applying to NWPA and NWPA pre-school. We will be introducing our new Early Years Lead
Teacher at this event and you will be able to hear some of our Year 6 children from across
all of our schools talk about what they love about their own schools and the Rivers CofE
Academy Trust. We will have the latest photos and aerial videos available to show you
how the build is progressing and you will also have the opportunity to ask questions and
speak to Kate Brunt, Sian Williams and Sue Price.

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE ….
St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy help to build a cleaner future with eco bricks
As part of a whole school project to reduce waste, children at St Peter’s have been making
ecobricks by saving plastic bottles and filling them with unrecyclable plastic, such as plastic
bags, straws and crisp packets. Ecobricking is an easy way to help save the amount of plastic
waste that is going into landfill and the filled bottles can be used to build indoor and outdoor
furniture, planters, walls and other structures. St Peter’s have produced over 200 bottles
and these will all be taken to the local Worcester drop off point where they will be distributed for community
projects.
Mrs Yvonne Moore, School Eco-Council Leader, said,
“this has been a fantastic project for the whole
school to get behind. There is a lot of waste left
after Christmas and this is a great way to make
better use of unrecyclable plastics and to help look
after the world we live in.”

Primary English Conference – Thursday 6th
June – Chateau Impney
Inspiring children to read and write!
★ Hear from Michael Rosen, Rob Smith
(Curator of The Literacy Shed) and
Michelle Robinson
★ Including Exhibitor stands, lunch and
refreshments
★ £150.00 per delegate
Special offer EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT – Save
20% if booked before 8th March only £120.00

For more information visit www.ecobricks.org or
search “Ecobricks Worcester” on Facebook.
Photographed here is Year 3 pupil, Jiya, with ecobricks
collected by St Peter’s.
Burlish Park Primary School’s 'New Age
Kurling' team recently participated in the
district tournament against 10 other
primary schools. They played brilliantly
showing great sportsmanship and were
crowned Wyre Forest Champions! They will now represent
the Wyre Forest at the School Games Finals in April.
Ben, aged 9, said, “Kurling was great. When we won I was
really excited. We got certificates and I’m looking forward
to taking part in April.”
Well done team - what a
fantastic achievement!
We wish you the very best
of luck for the finals and
look forward to hearing
how you get on.

Pupils from Wychbold First
and Nursery School had a
special guest arrive in school
on Wednesday 12th
December.
Harry Leach, a reporter from the Bromsgrove
Standard, came into school along with his
photographer following an invitation from
Mrs Warren, Year 4 teacher.
The pupils have been learning to write
newspapers articles as part of their ongoing
project, so were thrilled to be able to meet a
real journalist and hear a first-hand account of
what working as a newspaper reporter is
really like.
Pupils were given the opportunity to conduct
their very own interview and were able to put
their questions to Harry. The roles were then
reversed and they were asked what they had
been doing as part of their project.
‘Everyone has thoroughly enjoyed becoming
reporters and the children have developed
fantastic writing skills through the
engagement of a meaningful experience’.
Mrs Warren, Year 4 Teacher

The Rivers Teaching School Alliance is a
creative and productive partnership, working
collaboratively with schools in and around
Worcestershire to share outstanding practice,
drive school improvement, recruit excellent
future teachers and raise standards for all.
For more information please contact us on
01905 950700 or visit our Teaching Alliance
website Riversteachingalliance.co.uk

Year 5 scientists from across the Trust were invited to King’s School to
participate in a physics afternoon. They initially learnt about air
resistance and investigating whether a larger or smaller surface area
would affect the speed of a falling cone. The pupils quickly ascertained
that the larger the surface, the slower the descent. From this they
moved onto the challenge of building a parachute from bin bags,
bubble wrap, cellotape and a plastic cup - the aim was for an egg to
travel from a second storey window and arrive upon the ground intact.
We would like to say a big thank you to King’s - the children thoroughly
enjoyed their day and this was a fabulous opportunity for staff and
children alike - Emily Calvert, Y5 Teacher

Pupils from Great Witley Primary School
and Burlish Park Primary School attended
the Young Voices concert at the Genting
Arena in January. Young voices stage the
largest children’s choir concerts in the
world and their aim is to inspire a love of
music and create memories that will last a
lifetime. Parents and relatives watched
6500 children perform a variety of songs
and medleys as a single choir. There was also a special
guest appearance from Tony Hadley.
Pupils and staff were so
excited to be rocking the
arena and thoroughly enjoyed
this fantastic memorable
experience. Well done to all
the children involved; they
sang beautifully and their
behaviour was fantastic!
Special thanks to all the staff
who took part in the
organisation and on the day.

Children at St Clement’s Pre-School have been taking
full advantage of the cold weather by exploring all
things frosty and icy. They conducted a science
experiment by making ice in various formats; they
added sparkles and toy animals to water prior to freezing to see the
changes, then used tools to break open the ice and release the
animals. They have also looked at the patterns made from frost on
leaves and trees and made igloos from sugar cubes! All of these
activities have been great fun, using fine and gross motor skills and
generating some really interesting conversations.
Year 4 – Malvern residential
Year 4 children at Cranham Primary School had a fantastic time at Malvern Outdoor Elements over the weekend. They did the zip-wire,
king swing, bridges, low ropes, archery, punch trail, climbing wall, nightline and tunnels. The children behaved excellently and
conquered their fears! The group also took part in a three-hour beacon walk on the Malvern Hills, which provided some beautiful views
of the surrounding counties.

Anne Frank
Recently, we dipped into
the history of Anne Frank,
at the Hive. The more we
learnt, the more we
became curious.
When Anne was only twelve, a close
friend of her dad’s devised a plan to
hide her and 7 other people in a secret
annex. Even the simplest thing of
flushing a toilet would lead to
discovery and discovery would lead to
a terrible fate.
Not only did we enjoy it but our
knowledge of the struggle in the
woeful world wars was greatly
enhanced by this experience.
By Elliot and Cayden
(Year 6 - St Clement’s Primary School)

Maths workshops for parents have been taking
place at Northwick Manor Primary School and
they have got everyone thinking, reasoning
and problem solving. These workshops are a
great way of engaging parents and giving them
a better understanding of how maths is taught
in school, and how help can be given at home.

Pupils at Cutnall Green CofE Primary
School recently welcomed Chris
Pennell into school to talk about his
life as a professional rugby player at
Worcester Warriors and to raise
awareness of diabetes.

On Wednesday 30th January all classes from Year 1 to 6 at
Heronswood Primary School were involved in Code Day. The
children were given the opportunity to spend an hour accessing
coding activities using a variety of websites.
Mr Campbell led each session and invited the children to think
about key words associated with coding: algorithm, debug, manipulation, logical. The
children then spent time working through the activities appropriate for their age
group. They were encouraged to work logically and complete the codes either
independently or with a friend.
Various teachers commented on how well planned the day was and how much they felt
their class got out of the sessions.
“It’s been a great opportunity for the children to access coding with the knowledge and
experience Mr Campbell had to offer” – Mrs Mikolajczyk
“It was really useful to see coding in practice and the use of the technical language for
this area of the curriculum” – Miss Jenkins and Miss Harrison
The children in 1LJ said how much they enjoyed the activities. They enjoyed working
with a Year 2 buddy and those that were reluctant at the beginning of the session left
feeling much more confident.

Safeguarding Updates
Child sexual exploitation is becoming is a bigger issue in Worcestershire.
If you have any concerns that a child or young person you know may be
being exploited in any way please talk to a member of the safeguarding
team at your school or refer to PACE https://paceuk.info/
Innocent searches sometimes reveal not so innocent
results. Along with talking to your child regularly, using
parental controls is one of the best ways to help keep
children safe online. For more info and advice, visit:
http://bit.ly/2e2Rgdj

Female Genital Mutilation is child abuse and only by raising awareness &
ending the silence about it can we stop it. If you're concerned about a child
you can contact the NSPCC’s FGM helpline on 0800 028 3550 or email
fgmhelp@nspcc.org.uk
What do you know about #Fortnite? The game has received a lot of media
coverage since it came out due to its increasing popularity and safety risks.
Want to know how you can keep your child safe while they play it? The
NSPCC have info to help: http://bit.ly/2KyxkdO
What is your child's favourite app at the moment? It can be hard to keep
up with popular apps among kids. To help you learn about different apps
& how safe they are: http://bit.ly/2oXLE7J

What a fabulous letter that Great Witley Primary
School have received from
Harriett Baldwin MP in
recognition of all the hard work
and success of the pupils and staff.
Well done everyone at Great
Witley!

@BurlishPark
@CranhamPrimary
@CutnallP
@GWPS_Sch
@Heronswood_Sch
@primary_manor
@ClementSchool
@Clement_pre
@stpfsdroitwich
@WychboldS
@Rivers_MAT
@RiversTsa
@WorcesterNorth

The Rivers CofE Academy Trust is a family of schools bound together by:




A commitment towards the common vision through embracing the
core values
A board of Trustees that is committed to developing and
strengthening a culture of collaboration
A board of Trustees that adheres to the legal responsibilities
towards inspiring individual excellence for all learners across the
Trust

Spotlight on Rivers Values

Cutnall Green Primary School have created this fabulous whole school
collaborative project on the Rivers ‘Love, Learn, Live’ theme

Contact
Information
Burlish Park Primary School
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01299 823771
office@burlishparkprimary.worcs.sch.uk
Windermere Way, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 8LA
@BurlishPark

Cranham Primary School
Head Teacher – Gareth Morgan
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01905 452437
cranhamoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcestershire, WR4 9LS
@CranhamPrimary

Cutnall Green CofE Primary School
Head of School – Emma Rowe
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01299 851256
office-cgr@riverscofe.co.uk
School Lane, Cutnall Green, Droitwich, Worcestershire, WR9 0PH
@CutnallP

Great Witley CE Primary School
Head Teacher – Karen Banford
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01299 896246
gwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Worcester Road, Great Witley, Worcester, WR6 6HR
@GWPS_School

Heronswood Primary School and Pre-School
Head Teacher – Rhoda Pierpoint
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01562 69750
hwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Heronswood Road, Spennells, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, DY10 4EX
@Heronswood_Sch

Northwick Manor Primary School
Head Teacher – Sian Williams
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01905 454430
nwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Northwick Road, Worcester, WR3 7EA
@primary_manor

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE …

Head Teacher – Kerry Postans

North Worcester Primary Academy
Executive Head Teacher – Sian Williams
01905 423861
freeschool@riverscofe.co.uk
John Comyn Drive, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR3 7NS
@WorcesterNorth

St. Clement’s CofE Primary School
Head of School – Lisa Long
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01905 423861
office-stc@riverscofe.co.uk
Henwick Road, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR2 5NS
@ClementSchool

St. Clement’s Pre School
Head of School – Helen Pool
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01905 423861
office-stc@riverscofe.co.uk
Henwick Road, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR2 5NS
@Clement_pre

St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy
Head Teacher – Tracey O’Keeffe-Pullan
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01905 772138
spoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Church Lane, The Holloway, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 7AN
@stpfsdroitwich

Wychbold First and Nursery School
Head Teacher – Claire Howitt
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01527 861421
office@wychbold.worcs.sch.uk
School Road, Wychbold, Droitwich Spa, Worcestershire, WR9 7PU
@WychboldS

The Rivers Teaching School Alliance
Head of Teaching School – Sandra Jennings
Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

01905 950700
teachingschool@riverscofe.co.uk
Henwick Road, Worcester, WR2 5NS
@RiversTsa

Newsletter Feedback
This newsletter is produced electronically and posted onto The Rivers Academy Trust website, Twitter and Facebook
sites. It is also distributed to all staff and parents via email and uploaded to each school’s website. Our aim is to
communicate with as many people as possible within The Rivers family so that we can share the news,
achievements and celebrations from across our Trust.

…

If you have any suggestions on how we could communicate more effectively, or would like to make a suggestion for
our newsletters, then please contact info@riverscofe.co.uk or call 01299 851178.

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE

Telephone:
Email:
Address:
Twitter:

