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Welcome to our winter newsletter. Three of our schools, Cranham, Northwick Manor and
St Peter’s received their Ofsted visits towards the end of last term and I am delighted to
share with you that they all continue to be ‘good’ schools.
CEO – Kate Brunt

North Worcester Primary Academy, our new free school, opened in September 2019 and
we have welcomed a number of new families to our wider Rivers family. The school is in its
infancy with only pre-school and reception children enrolled at present, however, this will
grow year on year until our founding children reach Year 6.
We continue to work collaboratively across the trust and it is wonderful to see the children
embrace this culture so that they can learn new skills, broaden their knowledge and make
new friendships along the way. It has also highlighted just how polite and well-behaved our
children are and what great role models they are to their younger peers.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our amazing staff for their continued hard
work. They are truly dedicated professionals who make our Rivers family of schools such a
fantastic place to work

Rivers CofE Academy
@Rivers_MAT

With Christmas nearly upon us, I would like to wish you all a happy, restful and festive
holiday and hope that you get to share this special time with those nearest and dearest to
you.
See you all in the New Year!

2019 Christmas Tree Festival
Our Rivers Christmas tree entry
stands proudly in the cloister at
Worcester Cathedral.
Pupils and staff have really
outdone themselves this year
with their amazing decorations.
These designs are based around
our shared trust vision of ‘Love,
Learn, Live’ and our ‘STARS’
values.
The Tree Festival is free to visit
and runs until 1 January. There
are lots of other beautiful trees
on display so please do make a
visit to Worcester Cathedral and
support this fabulous event.

Year 5 visit to the National Space Centre
On Tuesday 19 November Year 5 made a visit to the National Space Centre
in Leicester.
It was an early start but was well worth it when we arrived. We encountered
real life rockets, an amazing astronaut show in the planetarium and even saw
an actual astronaut toilet!
The children all had a great time, Jenson said, “I think it was a brilliant day. It
was so good I’m going again with my family”. Lia said, “The best part of the
day was watching the film in the planetarium, it was fun when it felt like we
were spinning round.”

Children in Need
On Thursday 14 November, Burlish Park children had a very special
visitor. Pudsey Bear came to school to meet the children and to
collect the huge sum of money that had been raised for Children in
Need.
The money was raised by each year group who decided on their own
fundraising activity. Year 2 raised the most money with their
sponsored silence and achieved a huge £398.25.
Amelie, age 6, said, “We did a sponsored silence. We learnt how to
talk to people who can’t hear. It was lots of fun!”

The Great Fire of London
Children in Year 2 have been learning about the Great Fire of London.
They have built their own version of London out of junk materials and set fire
to it in Forest School to recreate history.
Austin, age 7, said, “We went to Forest School and lined up our buildings. Mrs
Williams made a spark and set fire to the bakery. The fire spread to other
buildings.”

Cranham Primary School
Inspiring children for a lifetime of learning
Cranham Primary School continues to be good!
We are thrilled to report that Cranham Primary School
continues to be ‘GOOD’ following their Ofsted inspection
which took place earlier this year.
‘Leaders at all levels display an energy and passion for the
transformation they make to pupils’ lives.’
‘Children feel valued, successful and have a love of learning
due to the way the teachers go above and beyond.’

The full report is available on the school website

‘Pupils’ behaviour is exemplary because expectations are
high and routines are well established. Consequently,
pupils thrive in school and make strong progress.’

Sanctuary Housing Assembly
Sanctuary Housing came to Cranham Primary School on
Monday 9 December to host a special assembly. The
children had the opportunity to ask questions about
how new houses are built and were also encouraged to
think about sustainability.
Sanctuary Housing are building on the site of the old
people’s home on Cranham Drive. In order to connect
with people in this area they have agreed to develop
Cranham’s outside areas and redecorate some of the
classrooms. Cranham pupils will also be able to visit the
site to see how the houses are built.

Children in Need
On Monday 4 November, Cranham Primary School
welcomed special guest, Pudsey Bear, into school as part
of his tour for Children in Need.
Pupils and staff came dressed as 80s Disco Divas and
Pudsey spent time with Catkins and Key Stage One pupils,
had a dance with the Key Stage Two children and then
visited Cranberries to see the youngest children in school.
Pudsey is a bear of few words but he really enjoyed his
time in school. The children all looked incredible in their
outfits and raised a fantastic amount for this worthwhile
cause.

Cutnall Green CofE Primary
School & Pre-School
Our trip to Wolverhampton Racecourse!
We traveled to Wolverhampton by a minibus borrowed from Droitwich
High School. We were all very excited!
When we arrived, after a short sprint up the motorway, we got to try on
the famous jockey silks. I calculated that mine cost over £100! Next, we
went to the equipment room where the saddles, helmets and other
paraphernalia is stored. After our lunch we went to watch a race, we saw
the Queen's horse, Desert Caravan - what an unusual name!
When the race was finished, we headed to the weighing room where all
the jockeys with all their kit are weighed. We estimated our weights and
if we were close we got extra biscuits! Finally, we visited the lounge room
where the jockeys rest after their races. They have their own chef who
gave us jelly babies and chocolate!
Thank you to Mrs Pickett and Miss Rose for taking us to a most
unexpected place to use our mathematics skills. It was a fantastic school
trip!
Aimee Baker (Year 6)

Worcester Cathedral – The story of the first pilgrims
On Tuesday 19 November, children from Years 5 and 6 joined pupils
from St Clement’s CofE Primary Schools and the King’s School at
Worcester Cathedral. They all performed a special concert retelling
the story of the ‘Mayflower’ and the first pilgrims to travel to
America.
This is a great example of collaborative working across schools. It
was a brilliant afternoon and the children had exemplary behaviour
and sang beautifully!

Great Witley CofE Primary School
Inspiring a lifelong love of learning
New arrivals
Great Witley have welcomed two new additions to the
team this term!
We realised the importance that pets play in the lives of our
children as a result of our Prayer Day, so guinea pigs
Snowball and Cookie, as named by the children, are now
living at school.
Our new pets will nurture our children (and staff!) in times
of need, but also help the children learn about respect,
responsibility and compassion.

I-Sing Pop Concert
I-Sing Pop is a primary school music project that
brings together school, church and community. The
children rehearsed with a tutor and then recorded
their own album and performed a live concert at
Great Witley church.
The children were amazing, the songs and actions
were uplifting and everyone took part with such
energy! This was a fantastic experience and will
remain a huge part of our school worship for a
long time to come!

Reverse Advent Calendar
This year, staff and children at Great Witley CofE Primary
School have involved the community with a ‘Reverse
Advent Calendar’ project.
Over a two week period, children were invited to send an
item into school each day to add to the advent calendar,
the items were then boxed up and delivered to the local
foodbank during the last week of term to help families in
need over Christmas.
This has been a lovely initiative enabling us to talk to our
pupils about how we can ‘shine our light’ on people less
fortunate than ourselves at Christmas time.

Heronswood Primary
& Pre-School
Heronswood School Litter Pick
On Monday 18th November, a group of children from Heronswood Primary School and Pre-School took part in a litter
pick with the Pick Up Artists – a litter picking organisation based in Kidderminster and the surrounding areas.
Children from both the Eco Schools and the School Council joined volunteers and the local Police Community Support
Officer to collect several bags of litter in just a few hours.
The children were told about the impact litter has on local communities and how some litter has been lying around for
over 20 years! The children saw how it can blight the appearance of areas but also realised how dangerous litter can
be for wildlife.
The children were very enthusiastic and happy to see that in such a short time a small area around their school looked
so much better. One child said, “I think we should do this each week so we can protect our environment.”
Ms Fleming, the Eco School lead for Heronswood, said, “Our children were actually shocked by the amount of rubbish
lying around. They even found a crisp packet which was dated 1996. This just shows the long term damage we are
causing to the environment.”

Pupils Keeping Festival Safe!
West Mercia Police made a visit to Heronswood Primary School and Pre-School to
help prepare and educate the children on staying safe during the celebrations this
half term. Children learnt all about how to respect their neighbours around
Halloween time whilst still having fun and enjoying the special celebrations.
In anticipation of children attending firework displays, PCSO Cathy Palmer from West
Mercia Police also revised the Firework Code to ensure that all children were
entertained during this period whilst being aware of their own safety and that of
others.
“Heronswood Primary School value the children’s safety in and out of school and we
have formed links with West Mercia Police to deliver these important messages of
keeping safe during Halloween and Bonfire Night,” said Mrs Mikolajczyk (Year 3
teacher).

North Worcester Primary Academy
What a term it has been for all the staff and pupils of North Worcester! Only twelve months ago we only had a foot
print of our school and now it is a living, breathing, learning animal where every day brings new challenges and
adventures for those lucky enough to walk through the doors. We cannot wait to see what the rest of the year brings
us, here’s some of what we have been up to so far…
Superheroes
Reception have started their ‘Superhero’ topic learning all about firefighters.
We had a visit from Worcestershire County Fire Service on Monday. We were
allowed to look all over the fire engine and test out the (very loud) siren. The
firefighters talked to us about what motivates them to do their jobs and what
it entails. Miss Lipscombe even dressed up in the full firefighter’s uniform!!
We have based our writing this week around this fantastic experience and in
PE we got our blood pumping by doing a series of ‘Stop, Drop and Roll’
activities.
Such a fabulous atmosphere at school at the moment... celebrating our local
heroes again this week. We were lucky enough to investigate a police car this
morning (straight off the production line) and were visited by two community
support officers.
Friends from Northwick Manor
We welcomed 90 Year 5 pupils from Northwick Manor Primary School. Not
only did we have lunch and break time together, but we did junk modelling,
Forest School, planting and reading together. The older children set a
beautiful example to our Reception children during assembly, performing
small drama sequences to focus on some of our school values of ‘Sharing’,
‘Safety’ and ‘Respect.’

Creativity is at the heart of how we learn at NWPA
We are learning how to make choices, to think outside the box and solve
problems.
Despite the constant rain, the children knotted and weaved different
materials to make the boundaries to our new outside reading area.
We feel really strongly that the children should help us create our
learning environment, take ownership and care for it.

Northwick Manor Primary School
Raising Our Game
Northwick Manor Primary School continues to be Good!
We are thrilled to report that Northwick Manor Primary School
continues to be ‘GOOD’ following the Ofsted inspection which took
place earlier this year.
‘Pupils enjoy coming to school regularly and appreciate the extensive
curriculum provision on offer, which is taught very well. This
contributes significantly to their very strong outcomes, personal
development and well-being.’
‘Pupils get off to very good start in early years and in developing their
phonics skills in Years 1 and 2, so that they are well prepared for the
next stage in their learning.’

The full report is available on the school website

Connecting Classrooms
This Summer Mrs Briand took part in a Connecting Classrooms project
with the Olympic Primary School in Nairobi, Africa. Mrs Briand said the
experience had been overwhelmingly humbling and magical, and it was
a real pleasure to be involved with such wonderful children who
embrace education with such joy and enthusiasm, despite facing the
challenges of poverty on a daily basis.
In November, we were able to reciprocate and Mrs Briand played host
to a group of inspirational teachers from Olympic Primary. They are in
the process of improving their curriculum and had the opportunity to
observe many lessons first hand. They were understandably envious of
our facilities and resources.
A Visit from Past Pupils
Paris
The children in Year 6 had a
fantastic time in Paris seeing
the sights. They had a visit to a
French market, a medieval
show and village, a trip to
Disney and Vimy Ridge. What a
fantastic packed week and it
was the perfect way to gain
independence ready for high
school!

In November, we had a visit from some old
Northwick pupils, who now attend RGS, to talk
to our current Year 6 pupils about how to
survive the first term in high school! Mr Davis
from RGS also talked about the changing
expectations of high school, the opportunities
high schools can offer, the need for
independence and how pupils can prepare for
this move.

St Clement’s CofE Primary School
Top Barn and St Clement’s
Years 2 and 4 have been lucky enough to work alongside
Worcester University students at Top Barn outdoor
adventure centre. All the pupils worked in groups doing
activities involving teamwork, problem solving and following
instructions. They had to keep a tennis ball in a drainpipe
whilst sending it round a corner, move a tyre whilst only using
certain instructions and directions and follow clues for a
treasure hunt!
By far the most favourite activity was one that involved aiding
a blindfolded partner through an obstacle course.
Both year groups had bucket loads of fun and loved the
experience. They also showed great resilience.
Well done everyone – teamwork makes the dream work!

Road Safety Competition
Following National Road Safety week, the children of St Clements decided
they would like to do something that would highlight awareness to parents.
A poster competition was held to raise awareness and the lucky winner,
Nicole, from Year 5, was picked by our lollipop lady. Nicole will now see her
poster made into a banner and displayed on the school gate for local
motorists to see and take note.

Football Success
The school football team went to West Bromwich to play in
the English Football League U11s Kids Cup and won all the
preliminary matches. They continued their winning streak
and gained a place in the final where they were sadly beaten
1-0. Although a little disappointed, the team arrived home
victorious and full of the excitement of the day. Again, great
St Clement’s teamwork and fabulous memories for our
children.

St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy
Working together to achieve our best
St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy continues to be good!
We are thrilled to report that St Peter’s continues to be ‘GOOD’
following the Ofsted inspection which took place earlier this year.
‘Your mantra of "no child left behind" means that all pupils achieve
well and thrive.’
‘The school is a caring community in which staff value and nurture
pupils as individuals.’
‘Pupils are friendly, polite and kind to each other. They work hard
in lessons are keen to do well.’
The full report is available on the school website

‘Strong governance further enhances leaders' capacity to sustain
school improvement.’

Curriculum Evening
In September, parents and carers of EYFS children were invited to attend a Curriculum Evening. The evening gave an
overview of the EYFS curriculum and assessment procedures, talked about how the child’s day was structured and how
parents could continue to support their child at home. The evening was then followed up with an EYFS Stay and Play
morning, where parents/carers could see the curriculum in action. The children thoroughly enjoyed showing their
grown-ups what they had been learning and the resources they had been using. Such events provide a great
opportunity to build strong relationships between the family and the school throughout the children’s time at St
Peter’s.

A tower of donations for Harvest Festival
St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy celebrated the school’s Harvest Festival with services
at St Peter’s Church. The service was led by Mrs Rachel Rean and focussed on giving
thanks. Reverand Laura Handy also talked to the children about looking after the world
we live in and appreciating the joy it brings.
Mrs O’Keefe-Pullan, headteacher, said, “The generosity of the families and children of
St Peter’s with their donations to the Droitwich Food Bank has been overwhelming.
Caring and sharing is part of the school’s ethos and harvest time is a great opportunity
for the children to put this into action.”

Wychbold First and Nursery School
Our best, always

Fun Fridays at Wychbold
During Wychbold’s Fun Friday afternoons, our First Aid group learnt how to put
someone into the recovery position, how to keep themselves safe and how to use
the DR ABC primary survey to help someone (Danger, Response, Airway,
Breathing and Circulation).
Our bookworms have been getting to find out how our library functions, been
issued with their own library card and have taken books out weekly.
Our friends at Rashwood House Nursing Home have also welcomed a group for
our Fun Friday afternoons, and both the children and the residents have been
sharing wonderful activities and developing friendships.
Back in school, groups have been sewing and trampolining, so you can imagine
why the children look forward to their Fun Fridays!

People who help us
Our Reception class were very lucky to have a visit from
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service recently.
It was a very exciting day as the children got to speak to the
firefighters and also see a fire engine up close and find out how
it works. This has really helped with their ‘people who help us’
topic.
Owls class have also been joining in and have built their own
fire engines and used lots of different techniques to construct
them.

Gold medal winner arrives at Wychbold!
Year two have been following Rebecca Redfern and have watched her win
gold at the World Para Swimming Championships. We are very proud of
our own local hero and have been writing reports and drawing pictures of
her winning her gold medal!
It was, therefore, a huge delight to welcome our very own Miss Redfern
to Wychbold on Friday 25 October and have a World Champion Gold
medal winner in our class!
Thank you to Rebecca for coming to visit. You are a true inspiration to us
and the children are still talking about your visit!

The Rivers Teaching School Alliance
Working Together, Achieving More
The Rivers Teaching School
Alliance was founded in May
2015. We are based in a
purpose built training room
and office on the same site
as St Clement’s Primary
School
in
St
John’s,
Worcester.
The Alliance was formed
primarily to lead the way in
raising standards through
school to school support and
to empower and develop
teachers at all stages of their
careers through high quality
training and professional
development.
The last 4 years have seen us go from strength to strength. Together with our strategic partners, we have delivered a
wide range of successful training opportunities for schools within our trust and wider, supported and trained many
school direct trainees through their teacher training, built a strong team of Specialist Leaders of Education (SLEs) and
supported schools to develop leadership capacity and secure improved outcomes for pupils. We also are a registered
body for Newly Qualified Teachers (NQTs).
The Teaching School is led by Catherine Atkinson, who also leads School Improvement across the trust. Catherine is
supported by Amanda Haynes, Office Manager and Natalie Lea and Gail Sheldon who provide administrative support.

My experience as a trainee at Rivers
It seems like only yesterday that I was packing my bags to meet my new
colleagues on the summer residential before embarking on my journey as
a trainee teacher through Rivers.
At this point, the scale of the challenge ahead hadn’t quite dawned on
me, however, as soon as I arrived at my first placement school on 3rd
September I knew that I had made the right decision. I immediately felt
supported and have felt a part of the Rivers family ever since.
My training year has been full of laughter and a few challenges. One of
the many wonderful things I have discovered about being involved in the
Rivers MAT is that there is always someone willing to help or offer advice.
I have been extremely lucky with both of my placements and am now
looking forward to undertaking my NQT year at St Clement’s.
Lucy Gurney – Year 2 Teacher, St Clement’s CofE Primary School
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The Rivers CofE Academy Trust’s vision is encapsulated in the
words ‘Love, Learn, Live’.

~
~
While each individual school’s character
is celebrated within our
Our aim is that learners will love learning for life.

family of schools, we are united through our shared core
principles and values.

~

Our Star Values: Sharing, Trust, Achievement, Respect, Safety

Spotlight on Rivers Values

At the end of the summer term, pupils from across nine schools within the Rivers
CofE Academy Trust came together for our fourth annual festival of music.
Riversfest is an open air music concert held in King’s Sports Field in Worcester.
Children from each school performed their own chosen song and also came
together in a trust choir for a collection of joint performances. Parents, carers,
friends and guests were all invited to join us in celebrating this spectacular
showcase and bring along a picnic to relax in the festival atmosphere.
The children all behaved impeccably, they made new friends, sang
their hearts out and wowed the audience with their vocal talent and
fantastic performances.
We would like to thank King’s for allowing us the use of their sports
field, the many people who supported this event and last, but by no
means least, all of the children, staff, family and friends who joined
us on the day and helped to create a memorable, rewarding and full
filled day.

Contact Information

Burlish Park Primary School

Cranham Primary School
Head of School – Nick Cale
Telephone: 01905 452437
Email:
cranhamoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Address: Tetbury Drive, Warndon, Worcestershire, WR4 9LS
Twitter:
@CranhamPrimary

Cutnall Green CofE Primary School
Head of School – Emma Rowe
Telephone: 01299 851256
Email:
office-cgr@riverscofe.co.uk
Address: School Lane, Cutnall Green, Droitwich, Worcs, WR9 0PH
Twitter:
@CutnallP

Great Witley CE Primary School
Head Teacher – Karen Banford
Telephone: 01299 896246
Email:
gwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Address: Worcester Road, Great Witley, Worcester, WR6 6HR
Twitter: @GWPS_School

Heronswood Primary School and Pre-School
Head Teacher – Mrs Pierpoint
Telephone: 01562 69750
Email:
hwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Address:
Heronswood Road, Spennells, Kidderminster, Worcs, DY10 4EX
Twitter:
@Heronswood_Sch

Northwick Manor Primary School
Head Teacher – Sian Williams
Telephone: 01905 454430
Email:
nwoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Address:
Northwick Road, Worcester, WR3 7EA
Twitter:
@primary_manor

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE …

Head Teacher – Kerry Postans
Telephone: 01299 823771
Email:
office@burlishparkprimary.worcs.sch.uk
Address: Windermere Way, Stourport on Severn, Worcestershire, DY13 8LA
Twitter:
@BurlishPark

North Worcester Primary Academy

St. Clement’s CofE Primary School
Head of School – Lisa Long
Telephone: 01905 423861
Email:
office-stc@riverscofe.co.uk
Address:
Henwick Road, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR2 5NS
Twitter:
@ClementSchool

St. Clement’s Pre School
Head of Pre-School – Helen Pool
Telephone: 01905 423861
Email:
office-stc@riverscofe.co.uk
Address:
Henwick Road, Worcester, Worcs, WR2 5NS
Twitter:
@Clement_pre

St Peter’s Droitwich CofE Academy
Head Teacher – Tracey O’Keeffe-Pullan
Telephone: 01905 772138
Email:
spoffice@riverscofe.co.uk
Address:
Church Lane, The Holloway, Droitwich Spa, Worcs, WR9 7AN
Twitter:
@stpfsdroitwich

Wychbold First and Nursery School
Head Teacher – Claire Howitt
Telephone: 01527 861421
Email:
office@wychbold.worcs.sch.uk
Address:
School Road, Wychbold, Droitwich Spa, Worcs, WR9 7PU
Twitter:
@WychboldS

The Rivers Teaching School Alliance
Exec. Lead for School Improvement & Teaching School – Catherine Atkinson
Telephone: 01905 950700
Email:
teachingschool@riverscofe.co.uk
Address:
Henwick Road, Worcester, WR2 5NS
Twitter:
@RiversTsa

Newsletter Feedback
This newsletter is produced electronically and posted onto The Rivers Academy Trust website, Twitter and
Facebook sites. It is also distributed to all staff and parents via email and uploaded to each school’s website. Our
aim is to communicate with as many people as possible within The Rivers family so that we can share the news,
achievements and celebrations from across our Trust.
If you have any suggestions on how we could communicate more effectively, or would like to make a suggestion for
our newsletters, then please contact info@riverscofe.co.uk or call 01299 851178.

LOVE, LEARN, LIVE …

Executive Head Teacher – Sian Williams
Telephone: 01905 423861
Email:
northworcesterprimary@riverscofe.co.uk
Address:
John Comyn Drive, Worcester, Worcs, WR3 7NS
Twitter:
@North_Worcester

