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The importance of systematic phonic teaching

Reading is the most important skill children must 
master at school. It is the necessary condition for 
all learning. If we do not teach children to read, 
we deny them the ability to learn. 

Learning to read is about having access to the 
‘world of words.’ The more a child reads, the 
more new words they come across and the more 
they will think and talk about the ideas and 
concepts that these new words generate.



Reading Aspects

There are 2 clear aspects to reading: word recognition 
[decoding] and language comprehension.

If we want children to comprehend what they read, they must 
be able to decode words effortlessly. They are then able to 
put all their energies into working out the meanings of words.



Synthetic Phonics





Reading 

The children learn 44 speed sounds and the 
corresponding letters/letter groups using simple picture 
prompts. 

These are taught over a short period of time (a new 
sound each day) in short, intensive and fun lessons.



Simple Speed Sounds Chart
Consonants: stretchy

f l m n r s v z sh th ng

nk
Consonants: bouncy

b c

k

d g h j p qu t w x y ch

Vowels : bouncy Vowels :stretchy

a e i o u ay ee

ea

igh ow

Vowels : stretchy

oo oo ar or air ir ou oy



Hear and say the individual sounds that build the words.

When you talk about letters with your child, remember to use the pure 
letter sounds rather than the alphabet names of the letters. The reason for 

this is that children are taught to blend pure sounds when reading and 
writing. 

Try to avoid saying uh after each one: e.g.
m - mmmm not m-uh
s  - ssss not suh
f  - ffff not fuh.

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/resources/sound-
pronunciation-guide/



Stages in children’s learning:

1.   What they sound like (Adults to model).

2. How they are said (Children to say sounds themselves).

3. Identifying sounds in words (Being able to hear the initial sounds in 
words).

When the children are ready:

4.  Recognising the sounds by sight (in books, in the environment)

5. Writing the sounds (letter formation)



The children learn to read words using sound blending 
known as “Fred Talk” 

Fred can only speak single syllabic words in pure sounds. 
He shows the children how to sound blend.



Methods of teaching phonics in nursery:

• Read Write Inc.
• Objects with initial sound
• Games
• Rhymes
• Stories
• Focus letters in the nursery environment



Teaching Phonics in Nursery
• Sound of the week.

• Through assessment, understanding, experience 
and really good knowledge of your children, 
some will learn 3 sounds per week. 

• It is very valuable that the introduction we do at 
nursery is followed up at home to make sure the 
learning is secure.



Ways you can help at home:

• Making sure you and your child are saying the sound correctly 
(please ask one of the nursery staff if you’re not sure). 

• Emphasising the sound in words eg ‘Would you like mmmmarmalade
on your toast?’ 

• Practise saying the sounds in and out of order quickly.

• As you are practising writing the letters please say the phrase which 
accompanies it (Please check that the pencil is being held correctly). 

• Asking your child if they can hear the sound that starts a word. 

• Looking for focus letters in the environment



• Books without words.

• This is an important stage of reading.

• Children need to develop their language and vocabulary and 
learn to speak in complex sentences when talking about 
pictures, books and stories.  

• These books also develop the children’s imagination and their 
understanding of how stories work.

• Holding a book properly, tracking from left to right, turning the 
pages carefully – all of these things have to be taught.

Lilac Books



Reading Diaries
•Please use the Reading Diary.

•We need to know whether you have been able to look 
at the book at home. Sometimes children are unsure 
whether they have shared the book with their parents. 
We can only change the books when we know you 
have looked at them together. 

Therefore you need to:

•Write the title of the book

•Make a comment or bullet point and initial it.



Comment Ideas
• Enjoyed the story.

• Talked well about the pictures. Was able to use good 
language and vocabulary.

• Made up a good story.

• Thought.......was funny.

• Could re-tell the story using complex sentences.

• Recognised some words.

• Could name the characters.

• Read well/easily/confidently/fluently.

• Showed a good understanding of the story.



Comment Ideas

• Did not enjoy the book.

• Found it difficult to talk about the pictures.

• Struggled with the book/words.

• Did not understand the story.


