
  
 

 
Spring Term 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Happy New Year to you all! We hope that you have all had a 
wonderful break.  
 
Autumn Term Review: All of the children have 
worked extremely hard this term to settle into Year 1.  
There have been lots of new routines, challenges and 
experiences and the children have tackled these well. 
We are very proud of them and look forward to seeing them 
continue to blossom this term.  
 
During the first half term, we spent time learning about our senses 
during our topic work and had great fun guessing what was in the 
‘mystery box’ and sampling sweets! We sorted and grouped animals 
based on what they eat, learning the terms carnivore, herbivore and 
omnivore. The children also found out about materials, naming and 
grouping common materials and talking about what they are best 
suited for.  
 
In Art, we have used paint to create fireworks, clay to make models 
of pigs, pencils to draw still life pumpkins, paint to print shapes to 
create art in the style of Paul Klee and much more.   
 
During our Computing lessons, the children have learnt to log on, use 
a mouse to navigate around the computer, opening and closing 
programs.  There were some super pieces of artwork and animations 
created and text written.  

We looked at Christianity in our RE lessons learning all about the 
relationship Christians have with God and Jesus.  We learnt 
about symbols, stories and places that are important to 
Christians. The Nativity story was also covered in RE and 
English lessons, as we worked towards the performance of our 
Christmas play.  

 
The Three Little Pigs, Hansel and Gretel, Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears and How Many Sleeps Till Christmas? are just a 
few of the wonderful stories that were the focus of our 
English lessons.  Children have worked extremely hard 
to improve their writing of sentences; remembering a 
capital letter, a full stop and finger spaces. A big focus was using the 
correct letter formation when they write and ensuring that they try 
to use their best handwriting. Please help the children to practise this 
at home. (Correct formation can be found at 
http://www.burlishpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/T-L-
904-Letter-Formation-Powerpoint-1.pdf ) 
 
In our Maths lessons the children learnt how to represent numbers in 
different ways and using a range of practical resources.  These 
resources were used to support the children when answering 
addition and subtraction calculations. They have practised 
recognising, writing and counting numbers trying to reach 100.  If you 
would like to support your child with this that would be fantastic.    
  
Reading: Thank you to all of you who support your children by 
reading at home. We are noticing a huge difference in progress 
in those children who are reading 3 or more times a week. 
Please keep up the good work – you are making an amazing 
difference to your child’s future by helping them learn to read now. 
Please join us for the first of our weekly reading sessions beginning 
on Friday 10th January at 2.55pm.  
 

 

http://www.burlishpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/T-L-904-Letter-Formation-Powerpoint-1.pdf
http://www.burlishpark.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/T-L-904-Letter-Formation-Powerpoint-1.pdf


Library: We visit the library each Tuesday so please ensure your child 
has their library book in school.   
 
Curriculum: Our new topic is ‘Terrific Toys’, where will be talking 

about our favourite toys and investigating the materials 
that toys are made from.  We will be researching toys 
that our parents and grandparents played with as 
children.  If you have any toys from your childhood and 
would be kind enough to bring them in for us to show 

the children please let us know as we would be very grateful. 
 
Next half term we will be learning all about our local area.  We will be 
taking the children on an exciting minibus tour of Stourport to 
identify key human and physical features to help them create maps.  
More information to follow.   
 
Homework: Homework will continue to be issued on a Friday and will 
be collected in on a Wednesday.  Please continue to support your 
child in completing this work and speak to your class teacher if you 
have any queries or questions relating to homework. 
 
Spellings: Just a reminder that spellings are 
handed out each week on a Thursday to be 
tested in school the following Wednesday.  The 
words the children receive are based on the 
sounds that your child has been learning in 
phonics that week so they will be familiar to the 
children. Please support your child by practising 
the words at home.  
 
 

Phonic Screening Check: All children in Year 1 will be required to sit a 
Phonic Screening Check during the week of Monday 8th June. It is 
important that your child is in school this week.  The Phonic 
Screening Check is taken individually by all children in Year 1 in 
England. It is designed to assess each child’s reading ability, 
checking whether it meets the appropriate standard.   
There will be an important meeting on Thursday 23rd January at 
2.30pm for all Year 1 parents to find out more about the 
expectations and to learn how to help support your child. 
 
Parents’ Evening: Parents’ evening appointments will be held 
Monday 10th February to Thursday 13th February.   

Attendance: Attendance is very important to us in Year 1 
as we love to be rewarded the prize of looking after our 
Attendance Bear for a week! Please help us to be the best 
class each week by ensuring that children are in school and 
on time each day. 
 
Thank you! We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
all of the gifts that you sent in for Christmas. We were very touched 
by your kindness. 
 
Thank you  
Mrs Brothwell, Mrs Bryan, Mrs Bidwell and Mrs Pates 
 
 
 


