


Size of an Elephant

The Asian elephant is smaller than the African elephant. African 
elephants can be a metre taller than Asian elephants. Elephants can 
live for up to 70 years! This makes them one of the longest living land 
animals in the world. 

Elephants are the largest land animal in the world. 



National Animal of Thailand

Elephants are a very important to people in Thailand. The elephant is 
the national animal of Thailand. 

In the Thai language, an elephant is called ‘Chang’.



Endangered Elephants

Over 100 years ago, you could find more than 100 000 elephants in 
Thailand, but today there are only around 3500. 

This means that the Thai 
elephant is now an 
endangered species. 



Big Hugs!
Elephants are very friendly creatures 
who love to stay in family groups.

Elephants are often 
affectionate – they even 
hug other elephants 
with their trunks.

Group hugs!



Elephant facts!
To keep cool, elephants spray water and dust on 
themselves with their trunks.

If you look a little closer at an elephant’s trunk, 
you can see that it has 2 ‘fingers’ on the end of it 
to pick things like leaves off the ground and trees.

Elephants are often affectionate 
– they even hug other elephants 
with their trunks.

An elephant will raise its trunk 
in the air when it smells
something interesting.

Trunks are used for 
making loud noises to 
roar as a warning and to 
show love by wrapping 
them around another 
elephant’s trunk.

Baby elephants suck 
their trunks as a sign of 
comfort just like humans 
suck their thumbs!

When an elephant drinks, it can suck up to 2 gallons (9 litres) of water up 
into its trunk which it then curls up and releases in to its mouth

They eat leaves, grass, roots 
and bits of tree bark.

An elephant can eat up to 300lbs 
(135 kg) of food a day!



What Can Elephants Do? 
Elephants are very strong creatures 
who can walk for miles and even 
swim long distances.

One thing they can’t do is jump! They’re one of 
only a few land mammals that can’t jump.  
Others animals include hippos and rhinos!

They can use their strong trunks for 
lots of things, including communicating 
and bathing.
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