
 04:05:20-Safari Animals/Africa/History VE day    MATHS - Recognising numbers and counting to 20 

This week we have chosen to focus on Africa and African animals. We have a lovely story linked to this theme, called 
‘Handa’s Surprise’ by Eileen Browne. The activities below are some suggestions that you could do after sharing the story 
together. We would love to hear what your child has enjoyed about this story and the work that they have done on their 
return to school. The link to the story is below; 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=handas+surprise&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dhandas%2bsurprise%26qpvt%3dHandas%2bsurprise%2b%26FORM%3dVDR
E&qpvt=handas+surprise&view=detail&mid=063A9E47375A66416937063A9E47375A66416937&rvsmid=24C0656A389FB19FB14224C0656A389FB19FB142&FORM
=VDQVAP 

This week is also the week leading up to VE day. We have added a child friendly PowerPoint explaining VE day to children. With everything going on in the World at the 
moment VE day seems even more poignant this year.  We have added a celebration idea for the children, but please do not feel that you have to do this, it is just a 
suggestion to highlight the importance of celebrating and remembering this special day.  

 

 Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4 Activity 5 
Literacy Read or watch, ‘Handa’s Surprise’.  

Talk to your child about the story and 
compare how Africa and England are 
similar and different. Focus on the fruits 
that grow in Africa and the animals 
that Handa saw on her walk.  
Can your child count the number of 
fruits added to the basket? Can they 
name each animal Handa meets on her 
journey? 
Draw a picture from the story, think 
about the bright colours used in the 
pictures.  

Read the story again encouraging 
your child to join in.  
Can your child remember which 
animal comes next? Discuss how 
Handa is being kind by taking her 
friend Akeyo a gift. Talk about 
how this might make Akeyo feel. 
Could we do something kind for a 
friend or family member? 
Make a card or draw a picture 
for a friend or relative who you 
can’t see at the moment. You 
could even post it to them, or get 
a grown up to take a picture of it 
and sent it to them. 

Read the story again and 
ask your child to change 
the ending of the story. 
What if the animals put 
something else in the 
basket each time they took 
a piece of fruit? This could 
be toys, baby animals etc  
Write a basic story 
together using the 
following headings; 
First Handa….. 
Then ….. 
Finally…. 
 

Can you research any 
other stories from 
Africa? 
With an adult can you 
search for and find 
other African animals 
on the internet? Can 
you write a list of all of 
the animals you find 
and perhaps draw 
pictures of them? 
 

 

VE day - We celebrate VE 
day to remember the end 
of World War 2 on 8th 
May 1945. 
  
Lots of people celebrated 
seeing their families for the 
first time in a long time. 
They had tea parties and 
picnics.  
Could you have a tea party 
with your family? Or even 
a pretend tea party with 
your toys and teddies?   
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=handas+surprise&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dhandas%2bsurprise%26qpvt%3dHandas%2bsurprise%2b%26FORM%3dVDRE&qpvt=handas+surprise&view=detail&mid=063A9E47375A66416937063A9E47375A66416937&rvsmid=24C0656A389FB19FB14224C0656A389FB19FB142&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=handas+surprise&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dhandas%2bsurprise%26qpvt%3dHandas%2bsurprise%2b%26FORM%3dVDRE&qpvt=handas+surprise&view=detail&mid=063A9E47375A66416937063A9E47375A66416937&rvsmid=24C0656A389FB19FB14224C0656A389FB19FB142&FORM=VDQVAP
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=handas+surprise&ru=%2fvideos%2fsearch%3fq%3dhandas%2bsurprise%26qpvt%3dHandas%2bsurprise%2b%26FORM%3dVDRE&qpvt=handas+surprise&view=detail&mid=063A9E47375A66416937063A9E47375A66416937&rvsmid=24C0656A389FB19FB14224C0656A389FB19FB142&FORM=VDQVAP


Phonics  Here is a link to a brilliant video demonstrating how to pronounce the RWI Phonics Speed Sounds https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=hCBzNnSSxds. 
Watch this video with a family member and teach them how to say our phonics sounds! 
Also, https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/nosubscription.html has some brilliant games and resources and is allowing free access to parents at the moment, using the 
following code 

 
Try to spend 5-10 minutes per day practising phonics. Don’t forget to try teaching your family members the correct way to say each of our sounds and special 
friends!  

 

This week we have chosen ‘Recognising numbers and counting to 20’ as the Maths topic. The activities below are some 
suggestions that you could do based on the topic ‘Numbers and counting’. We would love to hear what activities your 
child has completed on their return to school. There are other activities and ideas on Pinterest by searching ‘Number 
recognition’ for EYFS.  

Maths 
 

Look for numbers 
around your house 
or on your daily 
walk. Can you 
play ‘I Spy’ with 
numbers? 
Ask a family 
member to write 
numbers for you 
and you tell them 
the number name.  

Count out toys to 20. 
Make sure you count 
carefully. Ask a family 
member to give you a 
number between 1 and 
20 and see if you can 
count out that number 
of items.  
You could do this when 
baking or sharing 
sweets too! 

Play a board game 
with your family 
members. Can you 
count the number of 
moves correctly? 
Which number have 
you landed on, can 
you spot any other 
numbers? 

 
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathg
ames /earlymath/BalloonCount20.htm 
see if you can pop the numbered balloons 
in the correct order? 

Watch Number Jacks – into the teens 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtFwepiUI
eU 
This episode focuses on counting past 10. Once 
you have watched it practice counting to 20 
over the weekend.  
If you can already count to 20, see how many 
you can count up to! Can you count backwards 
from 20? Can you say the number that is ‘one 
more or one less’? 

 

Other Go on a bug hunt in your 
garden. Which insects can 
you see, can you draw 
pictures of them? Remember 

Floating and sinking experiment.  
Using a bowl or tub or water, or even a 
paddling pool if you have one… test toys 

Help your grown ups in the 
house, could you tidy your 
bedroom, pick up your toys 
or look after your pets? 

Make up a song and 
dance routine and 
perform it to your 
family members. You 

Active Friday – Today you could 
join in with Joe Wicks P.E session 
or make up your own! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=hCBzNnSSxds
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/nosubscription.html
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames%20/earlymath/BalloonCount20.htm
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/mathgames%20/earlymath/BalloonCount20.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtFwepiUIeU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtFwepiUIeU


not to move them as they 
will miss their family! 
 
Complete a bug tally chart, 
how many of each bug did 
you find? Can you write that 
number?  

and household items to see if they sink or 
float. 
Try making a prediction ‘BEFORE’ you 
test your item… will is sink or float? Why 
do you think that?   
Remember to always get an adult to help 
you pick the items and play with water.  
Which items floated and which items 
sank?  

You could also do 
something kind for a family 
member.  

could sing and dance 
to your favourite 
song or make up a 
new song yourself.  

Can you do 15 jumping Jacks? 
Run on the spot for 30 seconds? 
Bounce on your trampoline if you 
have one, ride a bike around the 
garden or have a running race 
with a family member. Anything 
that gets your heart beating a bit 
faster is great!  

 




