
Week Beginning: 15th June 2020 

Reception Home Learning – The topic this week is Africa. 
 

 Warm up to learning Phonics -  Maths- counting, ordering numbers and comparing length 

M
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ay
 

Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day with 
a clear mind and an energised 
body... 

 Joe Wicks workout 

 Cosmic Yoga 
 

th and ch 
digraphs 
(use ideas from 
the phonics 
page below) 

Encourage your child to count at every opportunity. Here are some ideas to encourage them to get counting! 

 Count how many birds they can see in the garden 

 How many people they can see in the park? 

 How many chips/peas/slices of pizza they have on their dinner plates? 

 How many jumps/claps they can do in 1 minute? 

 How many pennies in the jar? 

 How many red/yellow/blue/green items they can spot around the house? 

Tu
es

d
ay

 

Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day with 
a clear mind and an energised 
body...  

 Joe Wick workout  

 Cosmic Yoga 

sh and ng 
digraphs 
(use ideas from 
the phonics 
page below) 

Create some simple number cards to 10 or 20 (depending on level of challenge). Can your child order them from smallest to 
largest number? 
Can they tell you the number that is one more or one less than a given number by looking at the number line to help? 
Maybe the child could create a number line going backwards from largest to smallest number? 
Your child might want to create their own number line on a large strip of paper or even outside on the pavement using 
chalk. Encourage the correct pronunciation of the ‘teen’ numbers each time.  

W
ed

n
es

d
ay

 

Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day with 
a clear mind and an energised 
body...    

 Joe Wicks workout   

 Cosmic Yoga 

ai and ee 
digraphs 
(use ideas from 
the phonics 
page below) 

Lay out your number cards in order from smallest to largest number. 
Take a number away and see if your child can tell you which number is missing. Can they explain why? Eg, I know number 
4 is missing because it is 1 more than 3/1 less then 5.  
Repeat with various numbers, maybe even remove more than one number at a time.  
Draw a number line but miss out various numbers. Can your child write the missing numbers in order to complete the 
number line?  
Here is a great ordering numbers game to play with your child online... 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/caterpillar-ordering  
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Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day with 
a clear mind and an energised 
body...   

 Joe Wicks workout   

 Cosmic Yoga 

oo and oo 

digraphs (the 
long and short 
sounds like in 
‘moon’ and ‘took’ 

(use ideas from 
the phonics 
page below) 

Challenge your child to find an item that is long. This could be an indoor or outdoor activity.  
Challenge them to find an object that is even longer than that.  
Repeat the activity with short items. Can they differentiate between short and long objects? Can they then order their 
objects from shortest to longest?  
You could then give your child many different items cut into varying lengths. Can they put them in order of length 
correctly? You could use... 

 Torn strips of old newspaper, strips of ribbon/string/rope, sticks or leaves, pencils/pens/crayons, playdough 
snakes 
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Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day with 
a c 
lear mind and an energised body...   

 Joe Wicks workout   

 Cosmic Yoga 

igh trigraph 

(use ideas from 
the phonics 
page below) 

Give you child a variety of objects of various lengths. Can they measure the items in different ways? 
You could use the following to measure the objects... 
How many pennies long is the object? How many hand spans does it measure? How many steps? How many bricks? How 
many rulers?  
Encourage your child to order the items by length and justify their thoughts.  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/ordering-and-sequencing/caterpillar-ordering


Week Beginning: 15th June 2020 

Reception Topic Planning: Choose 1 per day 

 

 

A is for Africa is a non-fiction book that 
tells you all about the continent Africa. You 

can watch it by following the link. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54i-

sXiW8s0 
Talking with your adult what ways of 

African life were different or the same as 
our English life? (think about houses, 

clothes, climate and cities) 
 
 

Read the book or watch the video of 

Handa’s Surprise.  

https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=AJdPlMebjAw 

Which was your favourite part of the 

story?  Why? 

 

Could you name all the fruits from 
Handa’s Surprise? Have you tasted them 
all? Which of the fruit is your favourite to 

eat and why? 
Try eating a new fruit for you. Did you 
enjoy it, and what was the best part of 

eating it? 

Can you balance a small basket on your 
head like Handa? Can you walk across 

the room without it falling off your head? 
Try making it harder by adding a soft toy 

to the basket. Can you still manage to 
balance the basket on your head?  

 
 

In the book A is for Africa, the letter G was 
for Grandmother, who is one of the most 

important members of the family. Draw or 
paint a picture for your Grandmother 

letting her know that she is an important 
member of your family too. 

Can you paint your favourite African 
animal?  
Why did you choose this animal? Have 
you been lucky enough to see this animal 
when you have visited a zoo or safari 
park? 

 
 
 

The people in both books wore clothes 
that were very brightly patterned. Can 

you create your own pattern using paint 
and either fruits or vegetables to print a 

beautiful pattern? 

When you go for a walk with your family 
look and collect some feathers that may 

be lying around. When you get home 
give them a good wash so that they are 
nice and clean. When they are dry you 

can put them in your sun hat and 
pretend that you are an African Chieftan 

too. 
 
 

In the some of the African villages the 
families live in houses made from mud 

with straw roof. Try making a mud house 
for your small people toys, you could use 
mud from the garden with twigs/grasses 
for the roof. If using mud is difficult use 

playdough or clay instead. 

The girls we saw in A is for Africa story 

loved to wear lots of bright beads and 

jewellery to make them feel pretty and 

happy. Thread some beads, cut-up 

straws or coloured pasta to make some 

beautiful necklaces. 

Have a go at making an African drum 
using two paper cups and a balloon. You 

will also need a rubber band and some 
tape. 

https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=U5MD3_PiCTI 

This drum is called djembe. Once you 
have made your drum enjoy banging out 

your African rhythm. 
 

The children in A is for Africa enjoyed 
jumping with their friends. Set up either 
a small jump to jump over or place two 
pieces of rope/sticks flat on the ground 
so that you can jump across. You could 
pretend that you are jumping across a 
river to escape a wild African animal! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54i-sXiW8s0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54i-sXiW8s0
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=AJdPlMebjAw
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=AJdPlMebjAw
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=U5MD3_PiCTI
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=U5MD3_PiCTI


Week Beginning: 15th June 2020 

Phonics Planning: Choose a couple of activities each day 
  

How many digraphs can 

you make using 

playdough/salt dough?  

sh ch th ng ai ee 
igh oo oo 

Can you find the sounds of the day in your 

reading book?  

Can you write a list of words with each 
sound in? 

Can you write out the digraphs for this week on someone’s 
back, on your hand, in the air, on the ground? Can they 
guess the digraph  you have written? 

Challenge: Read the captions and 
draw a picture for the captions 
relating to the sounds of the day!  
Can you write your own sentences 
with using the sounds of the day? 
Remember your capital letter and 
full stop. 
Monday- 
• The moth is brown.  
• The bath is full.  
• A yellow chick.  
• A bag of chips. 
  
Tuesday- 
• A green fish.  
• A ship on the sea.  
• The king has a crown. 
• A bell can ring.  
Wednesday- 
•  It is raining.  
• A big, red train.  
• I can see three cats. 
• The bee on the tree. 
Thursday-  
• A lion in a zoo.  
• Some yummy food.  
• My big, blue book.  
Friday- 
• The moon at night.  
• A bright light. 

Can you think of 
rhyming words to go 
with each of these 
words below? 

 bath 

 chip 

 shop 

 ring 

 bee 

 rain 

 light 

 moon 

 hook 

Can you write the words to match the 
pictures? Do all the words have the same 
number of sounds?  
 
Can you underline any digraphs?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you draw pictures of words that 
rhyme with these? 

Ask your grown up to read a digraph to you. Can you write 
the digraph down? You can use different colours.  
 

th, ch, sh, ng, ai, ee, oo, igh.  

Here are some words that may help this week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Real and not real words. Can you make a list of all the real and not 
real words below. Make sure you sound them all out.  
 

ring, reng,  shock, ship, shorf, much, chell, 
chap, them, then, thuth, bath, poth, pain, 
tain, drain, feet, leet, reet, night, righ, 
book, look, zoo, moon, roop, dloop, zoot.  

Challenge: If you feel your 
child needs a challenge as 
well as these suggestions, you 
could: Help them to write 
sentences about pictures. 
There are loads here: 
https://www.pobble365.com/  
Maybe they could even make 
up a story?  

Going around your house, 
can you find anything that 
includes the digraphs of 
the day?  
 
Can you write them in a 
list? 

 

Digraph- 2 letters that go together to form one sound 

Trigraph- 3 letters that go together to form one sound 

https://www.pobble365.com/

