
Week Beginning: 22nd June 2020 

Reception Home Learning – The topic this week is North America. 
 

 Warm up to learning Phonics -  Maths- Addition and halving. 
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Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day 
with a clear mind and an 
energised body... 

 Joe Wicks workout 

 Cosmic Yoga 
 

oa and ar 
digraphs 
(use ideas from 
the phonics page 
below) 

Recap on the term addition by showing your child the symbol + 
Remind them that when we add, the total amount gets bigger.  
Using lots of physical objects, model number sentences by saying them orally together. 
Place 2 groups of 2 teddies on the carpet. Verbally explain: I have 2 teddies here and 2 teddies there. I am going to add them together to 
find the total. Demonstrate how we continue to count on until all objects have been counted. Then repeat the number sentence orally: 2 
teddies add 2 more teddies equals 4 teddies altogether.  
Repeat with a variety of objects and amounts whilst orally talking through the number sentences and answers together.   
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Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day 
with a clear mind and an 
energised body...  

 Joe Wick workout  

 Cosmic Yoga 

or and ur digraphs 
(use ideas from 
the phonics page 
below) 

Using objects that can be found around the home, create some simple addition number sentences for the children to solve. Encourage the 
children to work them out by moving and counting the objects. They should also be encouraged to say the number sentences out loud.  
For example: 5 pennies add 2 pennies equals 7 pennies altogether. Repeat with various items such as pens/pencils, sticks, food items, 
toys, lego, teddies, etc... 
Repeat with addition number sentences totalling up to 10. Ensure that your child is building on their skills and working more 
independently today.  
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Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day 
with a clear mind and an 
energised body...    

 Joe Wicks workout   

 Cosmic Yoga 

ow and oi 
digraphs 
(use ideas from 
the phonics page 
below) 

As an extension and by following on from the work you covered the day before, try writing the number sentences for your child: 5 + 2 = ? 
Can they select the correct number of resources in order to complete the number sentence? Can they then scribe the answers 
independently? 
Repeat with various addition number sentences totalling up to 10.  
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Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day 
with a clear mind and an 
energised body...   

 Joe Wicks workout   

 Cosmic Yoga 

ear trigraph (use 
ideas from the 
phonics page 
below) 

Introduce the term halving and explain that this means that items/objects/numbers are split so they are equal/the same both sides.  
Start by using very practical activities and by asking your child to split the objects in half. You might want to talk about how you can’t have 
a ‘bigger’ or ‘smaller’ half! 
Could you carefully cut various pieces of fruit in half together? Discuss that the two parts are equal. 
Cut out various 2d shapes and ask the children to carefully cut the shapes in half to show that they are the same both sides.  
Could they halve various amounts of items by splitting them equally into two groups? For example, begin with 4 sweets and explain that 
they need to share the sweets fairly by halving them into two groups. Can they solve this problem independently? Keep reinforcing the 
term ‘equal’ and the meaning of the word. 
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Choose one of the following 
activities to help start your day 
with a clear mind and an 
energised body...   

 Joe Wicks workout   

 Cosmic Yoga 

air trigraph 
(use ideas from 
the phonics page 
below) 

Solving problems: 
Set your child the task of solving various halving problems and encourage them to discuss their thoughts. 
Here are some problem solving suggestions that you could use...  

 Give your child 10 sweets. Ask them to work out how many they would have left if they gave half away? Repeat with various even 
amounts up to 10 items. What happens if you have an odd number of objects? Encourage your child to think about how you 
would cut the left over item in half. 

 Explain that you had 6 pennies in your purse but unfortunately have lost half of them! How many do you have left? Use real coins 
to allow the children to solve the problem.  

 Explain that you have made 4 cupcakes and ate half of them all to yourself! How many did you eat?  

Use practical objects to help as well as pictures and illustrations where appropriate. 



Week Beginning: 22nd June 2020 

Reception Topic Planning: Choose 1 per day 
Using a globe or map of the world with 

your grown up, try to find North America. 

Then look for the United Kingdom where 

we live. To visit North America, we would 

have to fly by aeroplane or sail by boat. 

Can you think why this is? Have you been 

lucky enough to visit North America with 

your family? What was your favourite bit 

of the holiday? 

 

The continent of North America is so big that 

the weather can vary in different areas. In 

Canada and the northern parts of USA it can 

be very cold with lots of snow in the winter. 

Whilst southern USA and Mexico can be very 

hot. 

Talk with your adult about which weather 

you like best, the snow or the sun. What 

clothes would you need to wear? 

Draw a picture of an outfit you would wear in 

your favourite kind of weather. 

 

In North America you can see lots of bears. 

Listen with your grown up to this story 

about a brown bear. 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, what do you see? 

https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=uGfUjJtg2XE 

Did you notice the story had a repeating 

pattern to it? Can you repeat it? 

 

Using a sheet of A4 paper fold it 

in half and in half again to make a 

small book. 

Create your own book by 

drawing a brown bear on the first 

page and then add three other 

animals. I wonder what colours 

you would use for your animals? 

Read your story to someone in 

your family using the repeating 

story pattern. 

 

Sponge print a polar bear on some 

coloured paper. You can add some 

snowflakes using fingerprints. 

If you prefer, sponge print a brown bear 

adding some grass instead. Or you could 

do both! 

 

Make a marshmallow polar bear. 

You will need: 

Different sizes of white marshmallows 

A small amount of runny icing (glue) 

Some food colouring for adding eyes and 

nose. 

 

In the American desert the climate is so hot 

that the only plants that seem to flourish 

are cacti. These are very spiky 

and come in all sizes. Some are very tall and 

thin and some are short and fat.  

Using some playdough can you create your 

own cacti plant? 

 

One of the famous landmarks in 

New York is the Statue of Liberty. 

Can you build a tall tower? How 

many bricks/blocks did you use 

before it fell over? Can you 

improve your tower and make it 

sturdier, so that it is less likely to 

fall over? 

 

The Native Americans who lived in Canada 

and USA created the Dream Catcher to 

celebrate their beliefs and traditions The 

Dream Catcher is said to keep you safe 

from bad dreams. 

You can make your own dream catcher 

using a paper plate, string/wool, beads 

and feathers. 

https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=pd5mOkz6-kM 

 

In the past the Native Americans lived in a 

type of tent called a wigwam or teepee. 

These were made from strong poles and 

covered in buffalo skins to keep them dry and 

warm. Try building a wigwam outside. You 

could make one large enough for yourself or 

a much smaller one for your teddy. 

 

North Americans love to play all sorts of 

different sports. One of their favourites to 

play is baseball.  

You hit a ball with a bat as far as you can. 

With your family or special adult practise 

trying to hit a ball that is thrown to you 

A famous Landmark in North 

America is the Golden Gate 

Bridge in San Francisco. 

Build a long bridge for your cars 

to go across using Lego, bricks or 

some other material. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=uGfUjJtg2XE
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=uGfUjJtg2XE
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=pd5mOkz6-kM
https://www.youtube.com/%20watch?v=pd5mOkz6-kM


Week Beginning: 22nd June 2020 

Phonics Planning: Choose a couple of activities each day 
  

Using a paintbrush with 
water or giant chalks- 
how many digraphs and 
trigraphs can you write 
from the list below?  
oa, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, 
ear, air 

Can you find the sounds of the day in 
your reading book?  
Can you put these words into a list?  
 

Can you write out the digraphs for this week on someone’s back, 
on your hand, in the air, on the ground? Can they guess the 
digraph you have written? 

Challenge: Read the captions and 
draw a picture for the captions 
relating to the sounds of the day!  
Can you write your own sentences 
with using the sounds of the day? 
Remember your capital letter and full 
stop. 
Monday- 
• The boat is red and long.  
• I have a blue coat .  
• I am at the park .  
• This is my birthday card . 
Tuesday- 
• A fork and spoon.  
• A yellow sweetcorn.  
• Mum with curly hair . 
• A burning fire.  
Wednesday- 
• The big, black and white cow.  
• A big, brown owl.  
• He has a golden coin . 
• A plant in soil . 
Thursday-  
• The man had a dark bear. 
• A sheep with big ears .  
Friday- 
• A chair with three legs. 
• A pair of socks with spots. 
 

Can you think of 
rhyming words to go 
with each of the words 
below? 

 Coat 

 Shark 

 Corn 

 Turn 

 Wow 

 Foil 

 Hear 

 Hair 

Can you write the words to match 
the pictures? Do all the words have 
the same number of sounds? Can 
you underline any digraphs? 
 
Can you draw pictures of words that 
rhyme with these? 
 

Write each of the digraphs and trigraphs onto a small piece of 
paper or post it note. Spread them out onto a table or on the 
floor. Using a counter, throw it onto each of the digraphs, saying 
them out loud. Can you think of a word to match that digraph?  

Words that might help this week: 

goat, coat, float, boat, car, park, far, card, cart, 
jar, hard, for, fork, cord, cork, born, fur, turn, 
burn, curl, surf, hurt, cow, clown, crown, brown, 
owl, coin, boil, foil, oil, ear, hear, ear, dear, hair, 
air, pair.   

Real and not real words. Can you make a list of all 
the real and not real words below? Make sure you 
sound them all out. 
goat, float, yoat, park, car, zarp, for, plor, fur, lur, 
cow, owl, clown, coin, doip, hear, ear, mear, hair, 
air, jair, vlair.  

Challenge: If you feel your child 
needs a challenge as well as these 
suggestions, you could help them 
to write sentences about pictures. 
There are loads here: 
https://www.pobble365.com/  
Maybe they could even make up a 
story and send it to their teacher? 

Going around your house, 
can you find anything that 
includes the digraphs of 
the day?  
Can you write them in a 
list? 

 

Digraph- 2 letters that go together to form one sound 

Trigraph- 3 letters that go together to form one sound 

https://www.pobble365.com/

